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CHAPTER 1 
THE BACKGROUND OF ANTI-SLAVERY AGITAPTON 


The anti-slavery movement in the United States may be said to 
have gone through two stages: Tho firet stage was thé ported of anté- 
slavery activities which were mere or leas adétion-wide and which 4d 
not offend the slavshalders of the Souths; the second stage, which was 
entered aboat the year 1631, was a porked in which the enemies of 
slavery fought it in eo decisive a way that the slaveboldere bécate 
greatly offendea.? 

Dering the first stage the majority of the people of the 
Borth were not much interested in the subject of slavery. It was a 
subject under consideration at the Génstitutioneal Convention whien mos 
th Philadelphia tn 1787. At this meoting Yorthern delegates wished te 
grant no represtitation in the Congress to be provided for based on the 
presence in states Of negroes who were slaves. Sotithern delegated de- 
sited that full repreaenta$ton be given statés holding slaves, counting 
each pegto slave in the apportionment of Congressional representation. 
& Sompromise was reached by which five aggre slaves were to be reckoned 
as equal to three white persons in thie apportionment. 

another sompromise arrived at by this convention reconciled 
the desire of Northern delegates and of believers in the negessity of 
creating a strong central government that the centrol of foreign commerce 
should be vested iff this central government with a dedire of Southern 
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2 
delegates that the importation of African slaves into the nation Be not 
atepped. Thies compromise provided that caytrel of foreign comeras be 
Given te the central government but a provisidn inserted in the Consti« 
tution forbidding the Congress from enacting legislation prohibiting the 
importation of africon claves before the year 1808," 

Frovably slavehelders would have willingly considered plaus 
leading to the eventual emancipation of slaves had aot a gotten cin béen 
invented by Blt Whitney which efficiently removed the seeds from the raw 
Mdeors. The cotton production of the South was negligible before this 
machine was invented in 1703, Abddut thie time q variety of cotton was 
found Which gould be successfully crown upon the wplands of the South. 
These two develepments dpéved a areat Autuie for the South as a producer 
of raw cotton,” 

Thies vista of great profits to be dbtadued from the pedductiion 
of cotton fiber di a lafge scale made the cintimuance 6f slavery seen 
very nedessary fo the slaveholders.” fhe tuability of the slayeholders 
%o place the Imman right of a negro to iiberty ovar profite wes indie 
cated by the considerable popularity in the South of She plan of African 
colonizatio&®. Before 1795 slaveholders generally favored emancipation; 
between 1795 and 2890 thin mejority gradually came privately to oppose 
freeing the negro; by 1835 emancipation was definitely unaceeptable to 
the South. 
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in 1826 the African Colonization Seciety was formed. Its pur- 
pose was in part to further emancipation by transporting freed nogrges 


to Africas 6 


fhe region on the weet ceast ef Africa called Liberia was 
to be settled ang governed by these frecdmen, This plan was calculated 
to please the people of the Torth by freeing negroes with the consent 
of $heir owners; 1% should please the freedmen by taking them back to 
the continent which was the natural home of their race; i$ was expected 
te be satisfactory to elaeveholders becanse it would remove free negroes, 
who were considered undesirable in the South becange they sometines 
made the slaves restive ia their pondage.° 

Aside from the fact that the colonisation idea was scarcely a 
real anti-slavery scheme it was no} a success because very fow negrass 
were get freo through ite existence” and 1% appeared that ite greatest 
service lay ip. removing free negrees from the South and thus benefitting 
the inatitution of slavery. It failed, also, because free negroes pro- 
ferred to remain in the United States and because a large number of 
theae taken to Liberia died from diseases common in the unwholesome cli- 
mate of that region.” 

By 1830 most Northern eritics of slavery were sure golonisza- 
tion was net practicable. It fostered rather than discouraged slavery 
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im the South. Those Northern criti¢s were besoming ready to attack 
slavery even to the point of giving offense to glavéholders: ‘To avoid 
Giving offense wad to fatl in trying ty end slavery. 

While the eéleaisation idea waned foress had been at work 
several years which were toe give Vorthern érities of slavery mdre om 
Bhatic means of expreseing thet? opposition agaisat the South's system 
of aman bondage. Of these forces quite possibly the stronger was the 
Great Revival of #eligions enthtidiesn began in the central North about 
1825 by Reverend Ghefles 6. Pinney, The other fofse was radical anti- 
slavery jotrnaliem, of which the outstanding example was later found in 
the labors of William Lloyd Garrison in publishing the Liberator. 

When Pinney, the Preebytertan revivalict dommenced his téurs 
thfoags Ohio, Penneylvatita, and New York he did net do ad with the pours 
poss of arousing anti-slavery sontiment. Pinney's work was to stir the 
popalar coneciones to a degree where it might combat in & wore déci ded 
manner such evile ag alcdholie intempetaiée and failure te observe the 
Sabbath, Pithey had a very magnetic perconality and during his revival 
tours he interested many petaéiad 1 various forme of apfift activities. 

Among these admirera of Finiéy were Arthur ené Lewis Tappén, 
wealthy tuefters in How York City; who had been éngaged in philanthropy 
before they mado Pinney! es acquaintaice but whom thé revivaliet persuaded 
to make the furtherance of benevoleat ondeavers a chief gursait instead 
of o mete hobby. Another taportant follower of Pinney was Theodore Weld. 
Weld was @ student in Hamilton College at Clinton, itew York, whon he was 
interested in revivaliom by the Reverend Pinney. He soon made a speak- 
ing tour te advenée one of Pinney's projects, the granting women the 
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fighte of speaking and. praying jat revival meetings” 
Although Fianey, Weld, and the Tappene were of chief tmpor- 
tance in laying the foundations fot the anti-slavery movement of thé 


. second stago considerable éfedit must be civen te Garrison for his feare 


lessnegs fm denouncing slavery. A study ef hie policies in publishing 
the Liberator reveals hig character in woth ite strength and its weak- 
ness: 
I shalt soktond fot the immediate enfranekise- 

ment of our slave population; I will be as hareh as 

$rath and ag wicompromising as justice on this subs. 

ject -- I &o not wish to think, er speak, or write 

with moderation «» I am in darnes$ «4' I will not 

eqaivocate -- I will not retreat a = Ragle inch, and 

£ witli be heard. 
It is difficult to decide whether his contentidn that slaves shoulda be 
enfrenchised. at once, or his aversion to thinking, speaking, or writing 
with modetatios, wf his refusal to: recode from any impracticable theory 
lessened moat his usefulness in waging a campaign ageitist slavery which 
might succeed only when the majority of eftisens of the United States 
were convinced that it menaced the gations political, sedial, and 
moral welfare. Inability to eéoperate wish dthers further reduced 
Garrisén's sorvices toe the antisélavery caucés His eo=workers and dise 
siples were minutely azemined for flaws in de¢tfine avd procedure and 
if found twentisfactory they were prouptiy denouncues** 


Although Gorrison's significance in the antieskavery movement 
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has been much exaggerated it is also possible te underrate him, for he 
did play an outstanding part in the formation of the American Antie 
Slavery Society. The American Anti-Slavery Seciety was arganised at 
Philadelphia in December, 18335. Many abdlitionicts in Philadelphia 
thought the time was not yet ripe for organising the soslety but nover- 
theless it was dono, largely becouse Garrison would not permit the 
matter to be postpened.!? 

Garricen furnished the impetus necegaary fer the formation of 
the society but the Tappans provided the money and oredit. The Pappans 
favored "immediatiam® in abolition. “Immodiatism® meant freeing tho 
13 They 
fealiged that nearly three millions of negro slaves could fiot in prace 


slaves ae soon as practicable but not nesessarily immediately. 


tice be get free at onge because society cduld not take thom in at such 
short notice. Their illiteracy and the derangement to the industry and 
society of the South which would result precluded freeing them at once. 
The organization of anti-slavery effert on state, sounhy, and 
lecal hases required the services of a large sumber of workers several 
years. Before the society could become strong by virtue of mblic 
support throughout the Jorth many obstacles had te he surmounted. It 
was necessary te convince these northerners holding moderate anti- 
slavery views that Garrison did not represent the principles and polt- 
cies of the American Anti-Slavery Society. The belief vas prevalent 
throughout the Herth that the society subscribed to the radical 
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épidions of Garrison. 

fo popularize the soctety andé to enlighten the public that 
immediatiem? aid net purpose ta free the slaves évernight Yeld and 
other young men éommenced speaking campaigns through the central North. 
Many of these speakers like Weld had left the ediservative Lene Theo- 
logical Seminary at Sineinnati in 1834 and had migrated to the new Géle 
lege at Oberlin, Ohie, because the Lene Seminary oppésed their offerte 
to teach negroes in Cincinnati.’* weld was frequentiy abused when he 
etarted to address a meeting but his persistence, spoaking ability, and 
oomplete conviction that slavery was a crime which 1¢ was fighteous to 
combat almost always convinéed hie audience and caused then te organize 
& local antisslavery society at the close of his Leetures.2® any 
Northern congressmen, such as Joshua Reed Giddings, whe denewneed slavery 
from the fldot of Sénereas during the 1840's and 1680's were #iret inter- 
ested in thé antieolavery movement by Weld. 

fhe Tappans and Weld wore the nucleus of a arcip of abolitione« 
iste who made lew York City thetr headquarters and whé!are often called 
the New York Gomittes. fhe committec wreté and cansad to be written 
twacts attacking slavery and explaining its enormities. These tracts 
were gent out in large quantities.*® 

Anti-alavery sentiment in Ohie followed beth séhotis of abolie 
tioniet thought. Some isealitios and ofganisatidne believed with 
Gerrison that there showld be Ao tinion with sla¥eholders although the 
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United States Constitution did establish auch a union; in ether dis- 
tricts the friends of the slaves verse unimpressed by Garrison and in- 
clined toward “inmedjiatieon. * The Ohio AntieSlavery Sooiety, organised 
about 1836, was influenced by gush disunion abolitionists ae Abby 


Kebley te fall in line. behing Garricon.?” 


im the Yeotorn Reserve 
Garrisonian. speakera received feapectful attention bat the members of 
thetr audiences continued to vote and thus lend sountenance to the Cén~ 
atitution, In the 1840's Garrigéa and the negro speaker, Predérick 
Beuglas, vieited Oberlin to inveigh againgt the Constitution. Thoy 
WeFO opposéd in public debate by President Mahan 6f Oberlin College and 
by Professor Hudson of the faculty 6f that institution so effectively 
that they attomplished acthing and the peopke of Oberlin coatinued to 
attend the potis.*® 

By 1840 the anti-slavery movement had snterad ite political 
phase and its center wac fast chtftinge te Washington. This was dargely 
a tomilt of the strugslo of a few congressmen from the North to maintain 
the right of petition. Petitisne on the subject of slavery wers yory 
distastefal to Southern members. [fn 1886 the House of Representatives 
passed &@ gag rale* that in the future petitions aimed against slavery 
shoula not de considered by the Hause in any way. 19 The représentatives 
ftem the dlaveholding states then appeared to bé in the wréng by seeming 


to wish to destiey ah important sight of the freemen of the North as 
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they had long befere succocded in removing all rights from the slaves. 
Many enti-clavery men of the North now began té fight skavery throtigh 
spongorship of anti-slavery petitions whe had Pafused t6 eibacribe to 
the doctrines of Ga¥rison or of the New York Committed. The anti« 
dlavery sdtieties now sommenged to pour a torrent 6f potitions of ali 
derts apon Vashington «- that the slave trade be -ateliched. in the Dig- 
trict of Coludbia, that slavery be abolished in that district, that the 
coastal slave trade be prohtbi¢ed, and that the siave trade between 
states ve stopped. JIélin Quincy Adams took the lead in presenting such 
petitions to the House of Representatives: ”” He was agaally not pers 
aitted te get any farther tu presenting an. antisdlavery potitiean than 

to mention the subject upon which it treated when he would be declared 
out of order and would be compelled to pass on to the next petition 
which would almost always be another anti-slavery petition. Congressman 
Giddings proved on able second to Adams in this petition strategy.” 
Before the passage of the first "gag rule® the abolitionists were con« 
sidered enemies af the publie pease; after the passage of the "gag rule" 
abolitieniets became righteous defenders of Northera consi tutional 
Tignte and the wnenviable position formerly held by them was occupied 


by the alave power, °” By 1844 the Southern members saw that the peti- 


tion flood could not be etepped and the “gag rule" was reseinded. 23. 


Ashtabula Gounty was settled with citizens whe were keenly 
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10 
interested in these developments in the anti-slavery movement. The 
county was of importance because 4¢ shared in these events. At all 
times from 1832 until 1854 a plurality 6f ite voters were to prove will- 
ing to leave one party for another and to desert one political idol for 
the standard of asotier if necessary to bo constant in their opposition 
to slavery and its extension into the national serriterics. From 1938 
until 1859 Jeshua R.. Giddings, an unusally determined defende? of alt 
humaen rights, represented in Songress the district of which Ashtabula 
County was a pert. The fluétuations of political party and popular 


sentiment in that county are g representative. oregs-seation taken from 


the anti-slavery movement of the free states eonth of the Great Lakes. 














CHAPTER 11 
ASHTABULA COUNTY ORGANIZES #0 COMBAT SLAVERY 


fhe Ashtabula County Anti-Slavery Soolety was organised at a 
moeting held in Ashtabules, May 27, 1834. Ite pronoancement in favor of 
the doctrine of imnediatism in emancipation was one to which the New 
York Gommittee could not easily have taken exception: 

fo. prevent mieapprehengion we avow distinetiy 

and plainly, thet by ‘immediate omancipation’ we do net 

mean that the slaveg shall be turned loose upon the 

nation to ream as vagabonds and aliens; nor that they 

shell be instantly invested with all political rights 

ahd privilegees nor that they shall be expelled from 

their agtive ignd to a foreign giime, as the price 

and condition of their frecdom. 

Tn ite constitution the seciety declared it would do none of 
the following things: 

1) incite the slaves to rebellion, 


2) urge foreign nations or the free states to interfere 
in behalf of the slaves, or 


%) eaquest Congress to intrude on the righta of Southern 
states. 


Several of the efficers which the sgoiety selected at thia 
meeting wore men who were to fight slavery concistently throughout this 
perieds G. Y. St. Joba of Morgen, one of the managers of the society, 
was leng to be oavive ite the leadership ef the Liberty and Free Seik 
Parties, whieh were ¢G engross 90 much attention from the eitisenry of 
the county during the 1840's and carly 1850's, St. John's father-in-law, 
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Br. 0. KE. Hawley of Austisburga, was elected vice-president of the 
society. Another manager of the society was Dr. Elijeh Goleman of 
Jefferson, one of the sotnty'a first physicians and an immigrant into 


Ashtabula County from Now England.” 


& large proportion ef the léaders 
of the anti+pslavety sentiment of the céunty were fron Hasstichusetts and 
Csnhevticnt. | 
‘fhe gooiety's first annual meeting was held at Austinbdurg’ the 
following Julky 4. This meeting sesclved to 
1) contritute $100 toward the support ef an agent to be sent 
te the South by the Amorican er the ilestern Reserve Antic 
Slavery Society to peFsuade the free people éf the South 
to take steps to ond slavery, 


2) petition Congress to abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia and tn the national territories, 


3) petition the Ohio Legislature to grant citisenship to 
the negroes of Ohio “according to moral worth, * 


4) consider no scheme of emancipation which would involve 
dictnion, and 


§) cdfigratélate the Céléiisation Society on its suscess but | 
continue te believe that colonization would only partly i 
sélve the slgvery prédiem 


6) éonsider the colontentiénists unjustified fa cenouging 
ali ether plans for ending slavery than their own. 


tn 1635 and 1836 the society held no meotings. In 1637 the 
county socisty became an auxiliary of the Ohio State Anti-Slavery Society. * 
In June and duly further proof was furnished that many citisens in on 
county were keenly interested in the fastitution of slavery. During these 


two months an animated exchange of views concerning slavery occurred in 
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the forum of the Ashtabale Sentinel. The controversy commenced in the 
igsue ef June 9 with a communication from “4 in whieh he voiced a hope 
that Atthur Pappents failure in tusiness would sharply curteil bis 
aboli tionist activities.° fhe iesue of June 16 contained another letter 
from “8? asgerting that riegroes wore not dénigd religious rights: He 
wished to preve this assertion by the fact that the Methodist Episcopal 
Cherch had 62,296 colored members cf whom 73,181 lived in slave atates 
and most of whom were probably sbaves:® 

On June 23 the Sentinel contained a long letter from "CC" of 
éofferseon in whith & statement made by “H* that abelitionists ware 
fanatics was dénted.’ On Juno 88 %M" replied that many abolitionists 
were gufftcientiy fanatical to be willing to destroy tho Union in order 
to eradicate slavery. ° 

fhe isene of Jue 28 aleo contained a letter from "9" of Ashta- 
bala who considered the etatemonts of "00" far ted sweeping, particular- 
ly the statement that al) who condeimed abolitionism were upholders of 
slavery. "$* admitted that Congress pécsessed power $6 abolish slavery 
in the Distriot of Columbia but he thought pergone outside the District 
were overly gdndérned about a eéndéition which was of great interest only 
te persons residing there.” On duly 5 %6G* detlarad that slavery was 
indeed of great soneérg to Northerners becanse if the event 6f an extensive 
alave insurreetion Northern aasistance would be required by the slave- 








holders. 2° 
5 Jene 9, 1837. Srpid., June 28, 1837. 
Sentinel, 
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"NW" o€ Unionville dame to the defense of slavery on July 19 
by reporting that he had travelled mach thvough the South and had never 
ééen slaves who were Act well-fed and wetieclothed. He mentioned the 
case of ene negro who had earned $350 per year and whose master had 
permitted him to keep $50 annualiy.!? oa galy 23 *%* entered tho con- 
troversy by announcing hie opinion that thie partieutar negro would have 
been still better treated if he had been aliowed to keep the entire %250. 
He alse stated that southerners were becoming aware that the Nerth was 
inereasing in population, wealth, cukture, and tadastrial power faster 
than the south’? nis 1ast observation of 9" eas proved by the marked 
preference of Zuropean iimicrants in this nation for the North as a aew 
bome and the lerge sume ef Buropean capital which were betas invented 
in Northern vusiness. enterprises. 

This exchange of sentiments, whieh ranged from abolitionist 
to almost pro-slavery poifts of view, was terminated by another letter 
in the columns of the Senbings) which warned the editer and aleo the | 
debaters that a large number of subscribers to the genbinel thought’ the 
space in the. paper couid be put to a better and more intoresting ues. 

It stated that ££ the paper continusd to publish these controversial 
communications 44 might expect to lese many subceribers. 

During 1888 and 1839 the county anti-slavery society exhibited 
its Goneciéasness of events décurfing en the sational plane of anti« 
slavery endeavor, A meeting of the county soctety held at Morgan, Jane 
wary 16, 1838, tesolved that it deeply regretted the killing of Elijah 
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P. Lovejoy at diton, illineis by a pro<slavery mob. That Lovejoy; edi- 
ter of @ newspaper critical 6f slavery, shodld de killed for his eour- 
age scemed not only lamentable bat also unbelievable to the citisens of 
@ county whese leading newepaper, the Ashtabula Sentinel, was ontspoken 
fn its cengure of slavery. fhis same meeting expressed its animosity 
tewards the "gaz rule® then in effect in the United States House of 
Representatives by petitioning the Ohie Legislature to pass a ragolue 
tion condemning the "gag rolo"* and also to request Ohio's senators and 
representatives to attempt to teseind the notertous tgagt.’® as rate 
as April 30, 1841, in a meoting at Ashtabala, the county society showed 
tte geod standing with the state and national sesisties by appointing 
three delegates to attend the mesting te be held at Mount Pleagant, 
Ohi¢, dune 2 on ths annivoreary of the state ecctoty and by authofising 
the executive tommittee to shdose a delegation to attend the national 
eénvention to be held st New York tay 19.24 

Meantime an Ashtabula Gouhty Female Anti+Slavery Society was 
akso at work. &¢ received relatively little yublicity as compared to 
the men's soaisty although 1¢ posseseed some strength of numbers; dne 
tieeting being attended by 224 mouders.** The last meeting of the 
ladies' enunty society recorded by the Sentinel was held at Jefferson, 
December 9, 1845, Litsie was done beyond reaffirming ita belief in the 
proprioty of women engaging in antieslavery agitation, *9 The last men- 
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tien of the Ladies’ geciety to be fotnd in the Sentine] was a notice 
for a meeting te be held at Lonost, Hay 2; 18648. This netice was writ< 
ten by Miss Betsay HM. Cowles of Austinburg, secretary of the Ladiest 


14 Hise Cowles, a teacher who 


antinclevery organisation in the eeunty.+ 
orgenized normal acheola throughout the north central states and who 
fer three years was superintendent of schools at) Painesville, Ghie, was 
woll known through tho county as 4 GarPigonian abolitionist. She was 
instrumental in getting Abby Eelley to opesk in Ashtabula Gounty.*® 
Weile the Ashtabula Gounty Anti-Slavery gestety flourished, a 
rival organization, the Ashtabula County Golontzatien Seciety, was 
waning. The eounty célonisation enciety appeared to have been well 
6rganized before tho antleslavery socieby of the county was organized 
in 2034.) Records do not reveal the date of ita organisation, I¢ wae 
an auxiliary of the dmerican Golonisation Society and sonformed te the 
principles of the great body of eolonizationiste. The county society 
eought money to further the plans of the national society by collections 
taken in churches”? and by trying to get Congress to appropriate lend 
to be sold by the society. 4 notice appeared in the Sontinel, Decomber 
22, 1838, from Seth Young, secretary of the Windger Colentsation Society, 
that a local meeting be held to choose delegates to attend & gounty 
convention. at Jefferson, January 3, 1639, to petition Congresa to aporo- 
priate 50,000,000 or more acres of land for the American Colonization 





17 sontineh, april 23, 1848. 
18 s1110ms, Sistory of Ash 
We ontinel, July 12, 1834. 
rid, December 22, 1838. 














17 


Society. ~* When thia céunty dohyention mot, somewhat later than had 
been planned, on January 24, 1839, 1% requested the senators and repre- 
sentatives of Obie in Congress te influence that body to appropriate 
100,000 acres of land for the national society, 

This sane meofing of the coutby colonisatianiets appreved the 
foliewing resolution which indicates the moderation with which the 
colonizationists participated in the anti-slavery movement: 


Resolved that we cannot but depresate oh) 
political action calculated to array one portion 
of the Union-egainst another or to cripple the. 
energies of any benevelent society now in exis- 
tence.22 . 


A egloniaation meeting at deffereon roceived a letter from 
Blisha Whittlesey of Ganfield, Trumbyll County, Giddings! predecessor in 
Gongress, whigh sought to ezalt the methods of the solonizabionistd s- 
vove those af tie more vadienl opponents of slavery.. Whittlesey had 
beon invited to address thie meeting but was unable te attend. One 
paragraph from his letter read: 


How much more satisfactory sust 1% be te the 
patriot; to the friend of the slave; to the 
Chriefian; and $6 the motalist; to be the means 
of restering a slave to freedom by his own, and ty 
the voluntary consent of Aie master} with the kmowl~- 
edge that he is to be transported to the land of his 
fathers, of his kindred, and of his bleod, there te 
be placed on a footing of perfect equality, in a 
republic formed by his own fase, than can be derived 
from discharging the office of a secret omissary; 
prowling among the negro huts, under the cover of 
darkness -- seeking for ebjects to make discentented 
~« Violating one of the domestic rolabions «+ laying 
aad prosecuting plans for secret eseapes -- conduct- 
ing poor, deluded human beings threugh the country, 
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at that time deveted by man-stealers and horae- 
thieves to the prosecution of works that shun the 
light, and ovontuelly landiag them on the cold 
and inhospitable shore of Canada, without a house 
‘to shelter them or food to susteln' them. If ree 
pert be true, there are these who are engaged in 
eoniucting negroes, secrotiy end covertly, through 
this part of the state, from the Ohie River te the 
Lakes, te bo fransported to Canada. in the day 
time they are shut up in cellars or in barns, and 
in the night they ere crammed inte wagons, vith as 
little space as is allowed by sists er ges in 
Foreign menestealing. => 


The last meeting of the Ashtabula Cdinty Colonization Society 
recorded in the Sentinel was held at Sofferson, July 6, 1841."* tts 
péssing could not possibly heve aroused much regret in the etiuaty for 
the utmost 2 member conid do im practice to end slavery was to contri- 
bute money and membership must have scemed futile te any sincere opponent 
of the South's system ef human beridage. Slight reason cad be found for 
the existence of a Colonization society im Ashtabula County and i¢:-is 
strange that i+ maintained ite organisation there as long as 4% did. 


srattctasacemcanenecheca th nae EE NH Eh Tip and NT ROE RN Ele ara LAR NG Rt ta tt tet a af ARE RCRD i i - di " 
Beenting), Iuly 20, 1839. 
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CHAPTER If 
THE ANTI<SLAVERY FORCES ENTER POLITICS IN BARNAST 


4 study pf the antiealavery movement in Ashtabula County would 
ve incomplete 1f it did mot give considerable attention to the conspicu- 
ous part played by Joshua 8 Giddings. Agcustomed te hard works: clearing 
timber fram land te be farmed and laboring hard te acquire some edyca- 
tion he had reason to concider himself of the people as well as for them. 
after acquiring a lewyer's training in the office of Elisha Whittlesey 
at Canfield in Trumbull Geunty, he commenced a practice at Jefferson, 
the county seat of Ashtabula County. There he fook an aative interest 
in many forme of philanthropic endeavor. He was converted to the doc- 
trines of Theedore Weld in the earlier 1830's when the latter spoke in 
Jefferson. He played an importent.part in organising the county anti- 
slavery society and with hie law partner, B. 7. Wade, he helped extend 
it throughout the eounty.2 in 1839 he wag ahosen prosident of the Ash- 
tabula County Bible Seciety at ite organization meeting. ‘The purpose 
of this segiety was to purchase Bibles for poor families and poor chil- 
dren; as late ae 1843 he served on ita exocutive coumittes.” He helped 
organise the temperance movement of the county and at one meeting 
offered a resolution that the Ohio Legislature be petitioned to follow 
the exemples of Massachusetts, Maine, and Tennessee and prohibit the 
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sale of liquor in the state.” He assisted in setting speakers from the 
Baltimore Delegation of Meformed Drunkards to speak in the county.° In 
1838 he served oh a conmittes which drafted @ tanstitution fer the Ash- 
tabula County Historical and Philesdphi cal goctety.° 

@ddings became active in tho leadership of the dominant poli- 
tieal group of the gounty, tie Thig party. tm 1834 he ptesided over 
the Uhig odunty eonvention.” & rending of the letter which Congressman 
Whittlesoy, Gnited States Representative f¥om the 16th Ohic District, 
wrote Giddings January 29; 1837 arduass a suspicion that Giddings wished 
on office in the national government. Po¥t of Ynittlessy's letter 
follows: | 


vesea dd E rightly eouprehond Fou, you entertain 
the impression, that I have assailed you, and en~ 
deavored to lescan you in the esteem of the electors, 
or e@ portion of them, of the 26th Chio Distriot. I 
am sure. your feelings cannot be any wore saveroly tried 
than mine are, if I am not misteken in the inference 
i draw from your inquiries 1 beg of you not to do mo 
tho injustice to suppese for a moment, that I have 
directly or indirectly, by act, word, or deed attempted 
to effect oither the one or the other. If my declara- 
tions are not to be taken in evidence, I appeal to uy 
mogt intimate friends, from whom I have not disguised 
ny feelings, whethor I have not on all oecasions ex- 
pressed for yeu the warmest friendship and the 
strongest attachment, 

You ask moe whether I said to Mr. Bloss that it 
woald have been impossible for you to have been elege 
ted if I had declined being a candidate, or that you 
sonld net have carried the hig strength in Trumbuld 
County if you had been a gandidate, and you ask me 
further whether { substantially made the same represen- 





& 
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tations to Hr. Griawold.. 7 cannot reedibeet the 
exact language used in conversation with either of 
the gentlemen mentioned tat I wilt give you the 
substance and state the cecasion. After I saw you 
at Chardon, and found you did not appiuve of ay 
being 4 candidate, I felt greatly distressed. This 
arose fron. your disappointment, aut « volie? you did 
not appreciate my motives. I wrote my declination 
several weeks before and sent 14 to iy. Fiten, and 
on my return from the west I was disappointed it 
had not been pubktehed. On my way ta Chavdon I was 
$o1d at Warren that unless I was a candidate our 
f¥iends apprehended ao gericus a disaussion as to 
endanger aot only the Congressional but also the 
state elestion in the codinty of Trumbull. Me, 
Pargons said he had been informed when on the Lake 
Shore that the people in the county of Geauga wore 
determined in the event I was not a candidate to 
set up one in that county, and that in Ashtabula, 
yourselé and My. Utlder were spoken of. 
I ateted to yau freclg, how averse I was te 
be a candiéate and that F had only consented on 
the goatiagensy that our f#hende eould not agree on 
any other porsom. Ia my conversations with yous 
the impressions were loft of wy mind, that you 
gave me no reddit for eifeerity when 7 assured yon, 
2 G£& not want to be & candidate. f told you 7 | 
would not have been but from a eqnvietion the abate | 
and dietriot ebeatiagn would have boen put at hasard. | 


AddOa evidetice that Giddings was ambitious politically to the 





extent that he wished to succaed Gongreseman Whittlesey at es carly a 
date as possibie 18 furnished ty aso thet Letter which Ghitslesey wrote 
Giddings May 27, 1837. In this Lotter Whittlesey atated that he did act 
consider it advisable to resign his seat in Congress at that time bee 
cause a special session was to be held, commencing the first Wonday in 
September, and thus without him the district would be unrepresented or 


a special election would be necoaensy.” 








Seligha Uhittlesey to J. R. Giddings, Washington, D.C., January 29, 
1637, Elisha Whittlesey Correspondence. @his correspondence is at 
Yestern Reserve Historteal Library, Cleveland, Ohie.) 
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22 
fhe Ashtabule Sentine], always well disposed tovard Gaddinge 
and boeated ina part of the L6th Ohdo Dictrich quite distant from Can- 
field, Whittiesey’s home, at no time advocated Whittleseyts withdrawal 
from Congress, Although Ashtabula County Uhiges d1¢ mot approve of the 
varions "gegs® in force im the House of Representatives from 1936 until 
1844 it is not known that they thought “hittlesey wrong in his attitude 
toward the dispesition accorded anti-slavery petitions tn the House. 
His stand on the matter ie revealed in & letter in which he sriticized 
the petition policy of John Quinay Adame, Part of the Lettdér rend? 


cove F prosume I have told a hundred pedple during 
the summer, that I thought Mr. Adems wee inconsis- 
tent. He was a atiekler for the right of petition: 
but he would only receive abolition petitions, read 
them, otder them ‘to be printed, and then lay thes 
en the table, and let them remain as buried in the 
tomy of the Gapalets, that I thought tte was promot~ 
ing an excitement without sequring any important 
prinsipic: that F did not see how the right of 
petition was secured, shen it was determined, not 

to act on the petition, that 7 was against exei ting” 
ene seation of the country against another section, 
that I would sot only receive the yetition tut T 
would refer it te a committee for a statesmanlike 
report, that ir. Adame sald he would not vote to 
abolish slavery in the District of Columbia; whereas 
I would £7 the same doula be done without sngangers 
ing the peace and quiet of the other atates. 


Whittlesey resigned hia seat in Congress in the summer of 1838 
and the Whig Congressional District Convention mecting at Bloomfjela ia 
Trumbull Gounty in September nominated Giddings for both the unexpired 
tem and the following full term. Ashtabula County Whigs accepted the 
result ef the deliberations of the convention at Bloomfield as a mere 
act of justices to theit county for several of the slections during 
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Whittlesey's fifteen years in Gongrese had been victories for him only 
because Ashtabule County never failed strongly te support him at the 
polis.2? Giddings was easily elected for both terms in the election on 
Ogtober 9, 1638. Of the approximate 2600 ballots cast for the effice 
in his home county (iddings received nearly three out of each four 
votes.!® 

Within less than one year after Giddings entered Congress 
abolitioniem intruded into the councils of the Whigs of Ashtabula County 
and produced a confusion there which cansed a Whig defeat in the county 
elections of 1839, Ordinarily the Whigs were easily victorious in 
gounty elections but in Octoker 1839 they lost to the Democrats all the 
county offices te be filled by the election except one gount ssionersbip. ‘4 

in studying the causes of the defeat of the Whigs it ig appar- 
ent at once that it was ceused by a schism in the party's ranks in which 
one group was abolitionist and the other was nen-abolitionist. To de- 
cide which group was abolitionist in difficult because each claimed the | 
other to be under that odium and thus responsible for the split which | 
allowed the Democrats to win the slegtion. A citizen styling himself an 
fagshtabula Gqunty Uhig" wrote the Golumbus Buckeye, Yhi¢ that the aboli- 
tionists of the county Whig Party had got control of the party machinery 
and had held the county convention a0 soon before the election that the 
non~abolitionist Whigs wore lef$ ne time te set up an independent ticket. 
TRerefere they gar no choice other than te euppert the Denoorats. 2° 





Weentinel, Angst 18, 1838. 
rbd. October 20, 1888. 
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15, nel, November 23, 1839 contained copy of this letter first 
printed in Columbus Buckeye Whig. 
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This explanation would seen gorPect at ledst as concerning the shortness 
of the period between the Whigs* county convention and the election for 
the convention was heid September 23 and the election Osteder 8. Whon 
it ts learned that the Yhig Convention had nowinated ‘to the lower Héuse 
of the state legislature G. W. st. Join and Abner Eolloss, two mon then 
and afterwards prominent in the anti-slavery movement in the déuzity it 
ig possible to believe that the “Ashtabula County Whig¢" had teagon to 
claim that thé dbolitionists had contrélied tho eénventien. 

Sooh three menbers of the Whig Central Committee, samuel Hendry, 
Benjamin 3. Gaylord, and Ebenezer Wood, sent a joint letter to the Buck- 
oye Whig in which they declared that the Whigs who had voted with the 
Democrats wore the abélitiediet elemont.2© ane matter rested with the 
Whig secoders rejiining the party renite in the noxt campaign, This 
split did not appear to weaken permanently the Whig strength at the 
time but 1% wag not an auepicious precédent to establish for use in 
fatire dissensivns within that party. 

By 1839 the Whigs of Ashtabula Gounty were not all active 
autieslavery mon =» giite possibly only a minority of them were go 
Glasstfied, but it is certain that most anti-slavery mon were Whigs. 

Wet only is a study of the personnel of the two organtzatiars a’ ground 
for thie conélusion but it is strengthened by the fact that during the 
late 1830's and the early 1840's Congrosaman Giddings was nominated dy 
Watg conventions and his anti-slavery efforts in Vashington were approv- 
od by ariti-slavery meetings. Although in September, 1841, the éounty 





Wecntiticl, Wévewber 25, 1839. Copy of a letter to the Columbus 
Buckeye Whig. 











25 


anti-glavery society nominated a county ticket tone eleetoral sucsess!” 


it never attempted to defeat Giddings during the years it bore the 
designation of an anti-slavery society. In May, 1841, a meeting of the 
Ashtabula County Anti-Slavery Society at Austinburg warmly commended 
Giddings for having showed that Southern ¢congresemen had eaused the 
prosecution of the Seminole War in Florida during the prosidonoies of 
Jackson and Van Buren and had appropriated $100,000 to remove the 
Seminoles te west of the Mississippi River chiefly to recapture fugitive 
neogre slaves sheltered by these Florids Indians, 28 

Phe history of this Seminole War lends weight to Giddings! 
contention that 1§ was a slaveholders' conspiracy. {n 1833 the United 
States Government made a trenty vith the Seminole Indians whereby they 
were to be removed to west of the Mississippi River. Fugitive negro | 
slaves who had settled among the Seminoles and had intermarried with 
them believed that they would be seized at the time of the removal and 
would be roturned inte slavary. These fugitives combined with the more \ 





untamable among the Seminoles te resist the removal. ‘They were lod by 
Osceola, a chief whese wife was half nogro. In 1835 fighting commenced 
and continued until 1837 when a large aumbor of Semincles and negroes 
went to Tampa where they were to embark for Yow Orleans. At Tampa they 
found white mon prepared to reclaim the fugitive negroes. Tho war | 
recommenced and although Osceola wag soon captured the war was net ended 
until 1642 when the Seminoles surrendered and the majority of them were 
removed. Giddings' opinion that the fighting against the geminoles was 
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chiefly a slaveholders' war was shared by the anti-slavery men of the 


North with whom 4t wae very unpopalar.9 
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GHAPTER IV 
THE WHIG VERSUS THE LIBERTY PARTY IN ASHTABULA COUNTY 


Then the Anorican AntisSlavery Society was organised in 1633 
ite organisers intended to wee 1¢ as a nés-politieal weapon with which 
$6 combat slavery. Garrigon, indesd, not only wished the society te 
aécomplicsh its purpess by fion~politi¢al moane but he also déélared that 
citisens ghoukd avoid polities eve so far ae to Fefrain from voting. 
It io improbable that many oitizens remained away from the polls apa 
Pesult of his céundel but befere the anti-slavery petitions sent to 
Congress provoked the House of Rapresentatives to pass ite successive 
"gag" rules commencing in 1886 the anti<clavery gocletiog had little 
political Gonnection. fhe petition flood shifted the senter of anti- 
slavery activity to Washington. At this seme timo leadership of the 
anti-elavefy movement dame te be vested largely in the members of 
Congress who péasecsed thé courage to dispute the constitutionality of 
the "gage" ty persisting in the presentation of the petitions. 

The leader of the omall group of songreaemen who presented 
the anti-slavery petitions was a Whig, John Qnincy Adams. Hts woot 
prominent ally ta this wofk was also a Whig, Joshua R. Giddings. Des- 
pite the labors of thase two statcomen the great majority of Whigs in 
Congreas wonld not fight slavery in any effective way nor could the 
Whig Party bo considered an anti-slavery organisation. Because the 
Democratic Party was, in effect, pro-slavery and the Whig Party was not 


anti-glavery ardent haters of the South's system of human bondage organ- 
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ised the hiborty Party. 

The Liberty Party was formed:in 1640. In that year ite 
pregidential candidate, Jamog &. Birney, a southerner converted to 
abolitioniam by Theadore Weld, regeived 7100 votes.” 

in Ashtabula County the antiealavery goctety. shaded almost 
imperceptibiy inte the Liberty Party. The anmmal meeting of the county 
anti-slavery society was held at Andover, August 10, 1642. 14: was at 
the same time the first convention of the Liberty Party ef the county. 
fhe resolutions committee of this party eenvention consisting of L. 
Biseell, Gs. Loomis, B. Stkins, 4. Coleman, and.0. K.. Hawley reported the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, that with the axpericace we now have, 

4% 40 in vain to look to either of the two ereat 

pobitical parties ac such, which, divide. the county 

for any officient action against slavery; and that 

ail attempts to carry quf the principles of the 

Liberty Party ia connection with either ef them, 

will be futile. 

Another resolution stated that every eleoter should vote for Leicester 
King, the Liberty candidate for the governorghip of Ohio. 

In September, 1842, the Liberty Party nominated ite first 
county tiekot® wut 46 did not attract many votes. Most interest centered 
oa the vote ig the county for governer in which the Liberty Party dis- 
played considerable strength for a county organisation then but two 


months old, the vote for King being 453. in an older organisation this 
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county vote would have seemed very instenificeant for the Democratic 
candidate, Wilson Shannon, vovoived 9%6 votes while the. vote for the 
Whig candidate, Thomas Corwin, was 2617.° 

The Liberty men as secedera from the county Whig organization 
were of the opinion that Giddings should at once also desert the Whig 
Party and come under the Liberty standard. Bdeause Giddings had failed 
te pursue euch & course a county convention of the Liberty Party mesting 
at Lenox Febraary 22, 4844, resolved | 


We regarad Joshua B. Giddings as a man singerely 
Gosirous of doing good, of gromoting the happiness 
of hie fellewbeings, and wo honor and respect him 
for his gublic and private virtues, and for hie 
efforts in the gause of human rights; at the same 
Sima we cannot but feel that hig sphere of agefule 
ness is very mh cirounscribed by hie continued 
adherfence to the Whiz Party, and that madi of his 
political influence is thua thrown in faver of 
slavery; ava do bong ac he fameins in his present 
position we must be $tod to withhold from him 
OUP political suppers. plac. i 


Series of resolutions adopted by the Liberty men of the eédunty 
set farth in some detail theiy beliefe and aime in the antieslavery 
movement. The meeting held at Lenox on Washingtin's bitthday in 1944 
which Had censured Giddings for sot Leaving the Whigs fesolved that 

1) the theory recently advenced by southarners 

that neither state nor federal governments. 
éduld abolish slavery becouse such action 
wonkd conflict with the fight of private 
property was ticétiid, 


2) slavery should be abolished in the District 
of Columbia, and 


3) the Ohio Legislature should be petitioned to 
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legislate that no Chiocan might absist in’ the 

recapture of a slave nor that jails or other 

public property be used to fagthi tate ‘phe ree 

turn of Peas tives to bondage, 
In June, 1844, a meeting at Willtaneficla adopted resolutions which de- 
@lared abst it was the tay of the nation to abolish slavery by execu- 
tive dation and the duty of the people to cleat officers whe would act 
constitutionally tq abolish slavery.” 

The efforts of the Liberty mon in Ashtabula Gounty to make 
themselves fol$ ag an ieportant political force reached their climax in 
the presidential camaien of 1844. “In addition te defining their polite 
tical principles et Lenox and Williemsfield they teok steps toe onlarce 
their gumberg and to organise themselves more perfectly. Peeviadon was 
made early in the year fer the ae ef monthiy LAberty county conven- 
tions until the elee$ion was hela,” in March, 3. B. Hunter sent a letter 
to the Sentinel from snatindurg in which he urged that the Liberty Party 
ve organized en a township es well ag @ county hasis. He admitted that 
Liberty men would act be better qualified to administer. tounchip affairs 
than whige, Demesrate, or even slavehelders but he thought such a minute 
organization would furnish a soltd base upon which county, state, and 
national Liverty organisations might achieve success..° Rvidence is 
lacking to prove that Hunter's advice was followed pl apparently the 


Liberty Party remained organized only on the basis of the county. 
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Buring this presidential campaign the Liberty men considered 
that their belief that the Whig Party did not sincerely oppose slavery 
Was justified by the soninatien of Henry Clay as the Whigs! candidate 
for the presidency, Rega¥ding Clay's candidacy a Literty meeting at 
New Lyme in July roscivedt 


We heartily respond to the sentiment satd to 
have recently been pat forth by Dr. Beecher ‘that 
things had indeed come to a strange pass in this 
proféssedly moral and religious community when an 
open slave-holder and dusiliat was pougnt to de 
placed in the Presidential chair. 


To make their position definite and te burn all bridges of re- 
treat to their fermer Whig allegiance a Liberty county convention at 
Jefferson, Angust 28, resolved: 


Whereas, we hear that sundry evil-minded 
persons have industriously reported that the 
Liberty mon of Ashtabula Geunty have been in- 
éuced to abandon their opposition to Henry Clay; - 
and that they are going to cast their votes for 
the slavcholder of Ashland [Clay]: low, theres 
fore, be 4% known to the Liberty men of the whole 
gttinty that the efforts to seduce us from onr- 
allegiance to freedom, although many and strenuous, 
have wsterly failed. Ye shall at the next election 
give a largely increased Liberty vote, the effarts 
af J. Bs GAddings and Oo. dotwithetanding.?2 


She Mberty men did not support Giddings in 1844 for reelection 
to the House 6f Representatives but nominated Edward ede of Cuyshoga 
County, a brother of B. P. Wade of Jefferson, to be their candidate for 
Gonerese.t® In the 1840's Ashtabule Gounty was placed in a congressional 
district with Cuyahoga, Lake, and Geauga Counties. Giddings was elected 
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for a: fourth full tern. 

The Liberty Party of the county dechined after: 1844. Daring 
the remaining three years of the existence of the organization 1% was 
engaged chiefly in defending itself from the Peproaches of the Whigs 
who chargei that $he activities of the Liberty: Party’ fin 31844 had injured 
more then they had advanced the fortunes of the antisslavery aovenent. 4 
fhe Whigs undoubtedly possessed rounds fer this ehavaes: The Democrate 
captured the large electoral vote of New York by a narrow margin because 
the emall vate for the Liberty candidate, Birney; seduced Clay's vote 
in that state. Jew Yorks electoral support gave ‘the e@lestion te Polk. 
lied New York voted for Clay the Latter wodld have peon elected.5 mere 
was no doubt that the election of Polk was a victory for slavery for he 
was committed to the annexation of Texas, /© which was an event the arti 
slavery forees greatly desired to prevent. Clay might have been cone 
sidered a more satisfactory candidate for the support ef the antieslavery 
vote than Polk because during the ¢arlie® part of hia campaign he had 
expressed an opinion that Foexas should not be annexed in the face of . 
attong nofthera opposition: Later, if 1s true; he qualified thie: stand 
and by Go doing lost many votes in the North:?” the eheetion of Polk 
could de assumed to moke certain annexation whilo Gley's election would 
wake thet outcome mach lees prébable.'. In a resolution adopted at 
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Jefferson in May, 1845, the iibarty men refused te admit they ‘had erred 
the previcus aatumn ia withiiolding their stbpe#t from Clay. This resolv- 
tion read: 


Resolved, that though we have bedn do often 
and 90 indignantly censured and repreached for 
maintaining our position and integrity at the last 
fall election ag Liberty men and Liberty voters, 
and although calumiocusly geperted as giving eur 
support to a slaveholder and one that would de all 
in hig power to enlarge the area of slavery [Polk]; 
we yet feel streng and unwavering in ovr idealism: 
believing firmly that it is the only one wpon which 
can be based any system that shall pactfically 
abokish slavery in these United Stateas anda 
conscicus happiness in knowing not only that we 

dita not either directly or indirectly give euy in- 
fluence or our vote to ene that would do all in 

hig power to enlarge the area of slavery, ar even to 
one that would be glad to see it under any circum- 
stances.) seeeitoxt 


Throughout the yoars of bitter fecling during the middle 1840's 
the Ashtabula Sentinel, upheld the Whig cause against the Liberty men. 
Its editer, Sanmue) Hendry, pointed out to his readers that although the 
Whig Party contained many slevehdlaers it was, nevertheless, the party 
which had sleeted and repeatedly reelected John Qniagy Adame and J. R, 


19 ge conetdored 1% the most effective force 


Giddings to Congress. 
opposing slavery. Quite pessibly the Liberty Party woald have taken 
wach firmer root in the county had it been assisted in its campaign by 
as popular a nevspaper as the Sentinel. 

After again unsuccessfully supporting Edward ade for the 


20 


effice of United States Representative in 1846" the Liberty Party of 
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Ashtabula County ontered upon 1647, which was to prove to be the last 
complete calendar year of its existence. The last Liberty convention 
recorded by the Sentinel] was held at dJeffersén on dune 23, 1847. The 
tenor of the resolutions adopted did not indicate any lack of optimiem 
as to the party's proepests. The resolutions semmittes, consisting of 
B, B. Hunter, Q F. Atkins, 4: Bagley, and Dr. J. a. Biwoell, resolved 
that the Liberty men should continue their refusal to vete for any 
siaveholder for any office. Another resolation reaffirmed their belicf 
that the Whig and Democratic Parties did nat sincerely oppose siavery. 
4 third resolution adopted proved to be the last shot fired at the still 
dominant Whig erganigation. This resolution read: 
Resolved, that as wervore able in 1844 (acsoba- 

ing to Whig testimony) and did euccesd in defeating 

the strongest man in the Yhig Party, and also annexed 

Texas, we will take courage, believing the Liberty 

Party will succeed eventually in effecting the over= 

threw of slavery. 

@he Liberty Party came te an end in the sounty after less than 
@ half dozen years existence because the great majority of the people of 
the county were not yet willing to consider the abolition of slavery the 
paremount objective of political activity. In 1847 the majority of 
northerners as well as the majority of citizens in Ashtabula County were 
not disposed te do more than demand that the spread of slavery be halted. 

While the Liberty Party was engaged in its unsuccessful effort 
to wrest political supremacy from the Whigs the people of the county 
were opposiag the meves of Democratic adeinietratiens at Washington to 
add Texas to the United States. The first recorded meeting in the 


county t¢@ state its disapproval of plans to annex Texas was @ meeting 
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of the Jefferson Townghip Anti-Slavery Society on Juky 4¢ 1937 over 
which Giddings presided.** At that date there was slight denger that 
fezas mignt be annexed and the iustitation of slavery thus given more 
lend ugon which to graft itself because President Van Buren, a northerner, 
was net in favor of annexation. President Jackson had favored yickding 
to the demands of the slaveholiders end of the Texans, recently freed 
from Mexigan rule, that they be Joinéd to the United States. As this 
issue aPooe in 1836, a year of a presidential campaign in the United 
States, Jackson had not preesed greatly for the accomplishment of annex- 
ation because he feared gush & course might prevent the election of his 
lieutenant, Van Buren, te succeed him in the presidency.” 

Annexation ef Texas was not seriously eonsidered by the Van 
Buren adminiatration™ nor by the fyler administration until 1844. con- : 
sequently between 1637 and 1844 Poxas was not a subject of interest in 
Ashtabula County. In 1644 President Tyler learned that Great Britain 
and France vere seriously considering guaranteeing Texan independence 
from Mexico, hitherte very precarious, in return for trading concessions. 
There was alsa some danger that British influence might secure the end- 
ing of slavery in Texas. To circumvent such possibilities Tyler and his 
seoretary of state, John C. Calhoun, negotiated a treaty with Texas in f 
Agril, 1844, whereby Texas would become a unit of the United States 
which would take possession of the Texan public lends and also assume 





*Beentinel, July 19, 1837. 
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its public debt, thought to de about $10,000,000. Bowever, as it was a 
presidential year the politicians in the United States genate dicbiked 
talking so desided a atep on such a controversial matter and the treaty 
was Gofeated. 

At this stage of annexation @ mass mecting without atated poli- 
tioal aonnection was held at Eingsvillo in Aghtabula Coufity which de} 
fined tts stand on the chief tepie of the day. ‘Reeclutions adopted were: 


1) the United States Conetitution did not give the 
government the power to annex anather nation, 


2) the annexation of Texas would extend the power 
of stavery, and 


3) annexation would be the signal for on unjust war 
upen Mexico. 26 


Apparently & Very large fraction of the voters ef the nation 
ata not agree with Ashtabula County's citizens that Texas chonla not be 
annexed for Polk was elected president in 1844 upon a platform which 
advocated annexation. Believing that Polk's clection signified a desire 
on the part of a majority of the voters that Texas be annexed President 
Pyler paternid the last few weeks of his authority led Cengracs to adept 
a joint resolution which would annex fezag and make it a state as sa0n 
as Gongress should approve its constitution. This resolution also pro- 
vided that Texas, if ite legislature consented, might be divided to form 
four additional atates.@" the possibility of five new slave states with 
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fepresentation im Congress was very unatadptatle to the North, and 
especially Mew England, bed ty Webster and Adams, was bitterly hostile 
to annexation. 

In Ashtabula County snnewtation continued te arcise Opposition 
and after annexatitn was d¢eompliched the war between the United states 
and Mexico which resulted from that act was denounced. One resolution 
approved by the Whig county edavention in 1646 reside 

We execrate and abhor the unjuat and agereadive 

war in which sur agnten is now engaged with a weak 

sister républic. 

at the game time that the annexation of Texas was arousing in- 
dignation in Ashtabuia County an incident tiush nearor heme canged several 
months of exeitement among local apponents of slavery. In the late sum 
mer of 1845 tures citisens of Ohio, Garner, Thomas, and Loraine, living 
in Washington Gotnty attempted So uid negroes belonging td a certain 
Harwood of Wood Sounty, Virginia, to escape across the Ohio River. While 
the three were on the Ohio side of the river engaged in helpisig the 
negroes they were seiged by six Virgitiians and carried across the fiver 
to Parkersburg, Virginia, and thee placed in jail. ‘he trial was to 
have been held in Septenber but becansé of the illness of the prosecut- 
ing attorndy of Wood County it wae postponed until November. The pris- 
Ghers were Peleaged on ball at $600 each? The grand jury of Washington 
County, Ohio, indicted the Virginians fer Iidnaping and Governer Mordecai 
Bartley of Ohio sent a requisition for these Virginians to Governor 
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MeDowell of Virginia.*> Governor McDowell refusea to surrender them at 
that time, giving ao a reason that they were important witnesses in the 
trial of the three Ohicans then being held at Richmond. °» In January 
following, the Sentine) cdntained ite last reference to the incident 
when it copied news from the Marietta Intelligencer ef January 22 that 
the three Ohioans had been released at Parkersburg on $190 bail cach and 
that it was thought this was an admission by Virginia that it could not 
prove any Violation of Virginian law by Ohioans acting on Ohio soil;°* 
An indignation meeting at New Lyme carly in September, 1845, 


approved a resolution introduced by Lyman Peck: 





Resolved, that the state owes te its ovn 
sovereignty, te its own honor, to its own dignity, 
to {ts own eitisens, and to the world, poremstori- 
ly to demand the restoration of the Ohioang to 
their full and unconditional liberty, and all those 
Virginians concerned in the abduction of those 
citizens of Ohio be forthwith demanded of the iz- 
ecutive ef Virginia to bg delivered up to Ohio te 
be tried for kidnaping, 


During this same month the Ashtabula County Whig Convention 





adopted a Fegolution introduced by Abner Kellogg which demanded repara- ich 
tion for the kidnaping of the three Chicana to Virginia.°* 
No #ecerd shows that the Liberty mon criticised the Shig Party 








er the Yhig governor of Ohie, Mordecai Bartley, for the defense of the ie 
rights of the threo Ohicans kidnaped te Virginia. On the subject of the : 
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repeal of the Ohie Black Lewa the Libarty men were very @ritical of the 
course pursued by the thigs. An Ohio law of 1804 forbade any Ohioan 





from emploging any negro tntdil the negro esuld produce a certificate of 
his freedom from thé Local eounty clert, which would be granted oaly 
when he had a cartificate of his freedom fram the government of the slave 
state where he had resided. fhis law thus prohibited civing employment | 
te @ fughtive stave. 

The county conventidn of the Liborty Party helad:at Jefferson 
September 17, 1645 held the Shige responsitie for the preserce on the 
statute books ef Chic of lawe unfair to the negre. After nominating a 
state legislative ticket they adopted the following resoiutiont 


, It 45 advisable to remind our Yhie friends bi 
generally of their oft-repeated pledges last fall, kilt 
that if in a majority, they would fepeal alk lawa 
making distinctions on account of color; and our 
Late senator [iillian L, Perkins of Painesviilé] | 
particularly, that in hia report upon the subject, i 
he forget the Important items, thet the celered 
youth of Ohio whe are directly interested in the 
school fund, are prohibited the enjoyment ef the tH 
rights they possess by virtue of that interest; (ial 
and while the colored citizens pay tazes to support i, 
the poupers among the whites, the poorhouses aro i 
sealed against their admission. 


feaspite the tenor ef thie resolution the Whigs vere trying to 
remove the disabliities placed by law upon eolered people in Ohio, Brew- j 
ater Randali of Conneaut, Ashtabula County's stete representative, labored fi 
to secure the repeal of the law ef 1604.7” fhe Whig ceunty convention | 


of 1846 adopted a resolution: 
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Resolved, that we are opposed to the Black 

Laws of this state, and we call upen our brethren 

in other parte of the state, to ald us in wiping 

those odious relics of aeereno) 2106 tyranny from 

the statute book ef cur state, 
Yew state laws of 1847 helped negroes in the state by making it an 
offense to carry any free negre aut of the state for the purpose of seli- 
ing or placing him in slavery, the enforcement in Ohio of the fugitive 
aleve act passed by Gongrees in February, 179%, was stopped by o law re- 


moving authority from judicial, officera ef Chie to try cases under it, 


end an agt providing that negroes could not testify in court wae repealed.°” 


In 1849 the remainder of the Black Laws were repealed.” 

iu the accomplishment of the repeal of the Black Laws the Lib- 
erty Party may possibly have done good through serving ao a goed upen 
the Whigs. Some tims had to pase, however, before the Liberty men organ- 
ised under another meme snd with apeater accessiong of wtrength from the 
Whige became the ghief political party in the county. 
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CHAPTER ¥ 
4B ASHTABULA COUNTY UHIG I WASHINGTON 


In douhua BR. Giddings the congressional aistric¢t 6f which Ash- 
tabula Couiity was a part possessed a représentative who was nét affaid 
te voice the anti-glavery sentinients of his constituente although for 
years they fell upon ears Hestile, fmpationt, or unsympathetic. As a 
Foault of his déncistent pércaance of this cdurse hie was often insulted 
and even threatened with physical harm. His conatitdente on the Western 
Reserve voted him nearly tweaty-ane years of congressional tenure be- 
Catise it was evident to them that {t Would de very difficult to fitia an- 
other representative who wold fepresent them sé effectively. OGtddings 
ais no more Génspicudus in Washington for his hostility to slavery than 
wag the Western Reserve notabiy otitetanding in ite hatred of slavery 
when sempared with any othér large section of Ohio. 

Giddings was not entiftely alone in the natignal ¢apital as a 
fighter againet slavery. ‘Théfe was a omall grétp of forthern céngress- 
men among Whom John Qniney Adams was the chief and algo 4 smakl tat effi- 
Gion$ abdlitionist Labby whe séopéfated With Giddisie¢s. Among the labby- 
iste fo# abolition Gia@ingdé was well acquainted with Theodore Weld ana 
Joshua Leavitt who foomed in the etme boarding-hoase with the Ashtabéla 
66ngresstian. Tho last mentioned three persone were much together. On 
New Year's Day 1842 the three went to President Tyler's levee and each 
avoided shaking the hand 6f “His Accidency.*? Leavitt aided in effect- 
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ing an important modification of the nature of Giddings! work in dashing- 
ton when he advised the latter to attack slavery directly on the floor 
of Congress instead of striking at it indirectly by trying te impreve the 
gendition of free labor and of the North in general through the enactment 
of bank and tariff legislation as Giddings had previguely done.” 
Giddings was well qualified by temperament and physique te: 
atand out against southern congresamen who had come to expect nor thorners 
to surrender contested points. Weld said, “Giddings ts fearlesa, self- 
possesned and not to be put down by threats on blugter.°° Haviag this 
cheracter and representing a constituency on the Westorn Reserve Giddings 
toek a part in the petition war in the United States House of Represen- 
fatives. In January, 1841, he presented te the House. a petition from 
Q« Ks Hawley and forty others of Ashtabula County asking that the “gag* 
male. Re repoaled. This pnatition was tablea.* in Bebruary, 1643, he 
presented a petition from elghty eitisens of Auctinhurg requesting 
Gengress amicably to divide the Union by a line separating free from 
slave states. Giddings meved that the petition ba referred to a special 
sommittes with instructions to report againg$ 44 and to return their 
reasons for refusing it te the petitioners. The House by a vote of 216 
to 24 refused to receive the petition. Moot northern Whigs voted against 
receiving this petition and thus affarded seme entertainment fer southern 
supporters of the "gog.* Kennedy of Maryland moved a regolution that 
any member introducing so extreme a petition in the future should be 





“barnes end Dumond, old-Grinke Letters, 880. 
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liable to éensuré. However, Kennedj's resolution was not resetvea.” 


Early in 1842 John Quincy Adams had presented a petition from 





Haverhill], Mageachusetts, requesting that Congrées disvaive the Union. 
Adame had moved that the potition be referred to a spedial comnittes | 
with inetructions to deny it aid to retarn the reasons for its denial 


to the petitioners: Giddings noticed in a newspaper. a copy 6f Posoln- 





$fona passéd by the Ohio Legislature waish severely cencured! Adama? con- 
dust in this matter. Giddings then sent a lester to the OAte Legicla- 
ture explaining that Adams afd not fave® the Gisselution ef the Union 
but merely wiched to defend the right ef petitioning the House. Giddings 
pointed out that southern congresames had tried to garry a vote of cen- 
eufe of Adams and that the 06146 Legislature dy its Genwa®e of Adams had 
alligned itself with the pfo-slavery élement in the House of Representa-~ 
ti¥ea. He said that he himself had recently introdused a petition from 
bis own district which greatly resembled the one responaible for the 
senatire 6f Adams. Giddings said that thé man who had férwarded the peti- 
tion to hin was on atquaititance of léng standing and © man whom he fe- 
garded as being of the highest type: This pergoh had sent him a letter 
with the petition that the Union be divided. fn part thie letter read: 
Tf ae petitivis are to be treated with open 
end malignant ineult, and we ourselves held up to 
the world as incendiaries ané fanatics; if the 
federal government 1s to go on, year after year, 
 fnereasing its efforts to sustain the system of 
slavery by the aid cf the money, the power, and 


the isfiuence of the nation at targe then ye agit 
(and we ask sincerely too) for a division. 
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fo Giddings the efforte cf southerners and northern apologists 
for alavety in the House ef Reprosontatives te stifle discussion of the 
evils of slavery through limitation of the right of petition seemed an 
attempt to deprive northorn freemen of an old right. He was very indige- 
Gant over other wrongs inflicted upon the Nerth by tho pro«slavery inter- 
ests. He fought with all} hia power bills appropriating ths nation's 





money to wage the Seminole Var, to ramove the songuored Seminoles to 
ateas west of the Migsissigni, and to pension soldiers of that war. He 
Pepéatedly told the North from the floor of the House that the Seminole 
Var during the 2880's and the early 2840s wae waged to recapture fugi« 
tive slaves hiding among tho svanps of Thorida.® He held that 4% was 
very wrong té mdleat these {ndlaie for the patpose of regaining fugitives 
bet 4% was even more unjust te tax the North to pay for thig slaveholders' 
wor? 

Giddings feared that a much more serious war might result be- 
tween the United States and Great Brituin if thia nation sought to secure 
payment from the latéer geuntey for all the human property of .skave+ 
holdere whieh became frac through the operation of British lawa. -This 
fear was grounded on the cases of the “Gomet" and the “Encomium." The 
twe ships, the “omet* end the "Encomium, » carrying shaves from Alexzan- 
aria, Virginia, te Dew Orleake were wrecked Gn islands of the Bahama 





group. The parsons who salvaged these ships todk the slaves to Nassau, 
chief city of the Behoma Iolands, where they decane free 65 a result of | 
setting foot on British oii. President Jackson appointed tsrtin Van 





Sqeorge G. Jalion, fhe Bite of Joshua RB. Giddings, Chicago (1892), 
22-99. 


%sontinel, yovruary 3, 1842. | 





45 


Buren special agent to try to sesure payment for these. liberated slaves 
from the British government and the latter was suceessful in his nego- 
tiations, securing $315,090,2° On February 13, 1843, Giddings moved a 
reconsideration of a bill shich would pay this sum to the fermer owners 
of the slaves, He stated. that he sav no reason why Great Brisain might 
not be sued even to $he point of war fot payment fer the 15,000 negroes 
who to that date had been freed by escape to Canada. !}. 

Giddings attracted gatienswide attention by the part he took 
in, the discussion in Congrees of the "“Greole®* ineident. The "Greole* 
was & ship engaged ta the ecastal lave trade, Ja 3941 a cargo of slaves 
akeard this ship being taken from Norfolk, Virginia; . to Jew Orleans 
matinied, Killed the white men in charge of their ¢ransportation, and 
satled the ship to Negsau in the Bahamas where they begame freemen under 
the fleg of Great Britain. }? This affair was maddening to southerners 
and Giddings drew their intense hatred by championing the right of the 
shaves aboard the “Oracle? te ebtetn their nateral. state of freedom 
even though 4+ bad gost the liven of somo elave-drivers. On March 21, 
1842, Giddings introduced the following resolutions in the House of 
Reprasentatives? 

1) ekavery gould oxiat ealy by virtue of positive 

sunieipal law. where no such laws were in effoot 
every petson not lh prison was free, 

2) when slaves left the watora of a state they were 


under the laws ef the United States, which did 
hot de@lare slavery to be a national institution, 
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3) the slaves sboard the Credle were merély engaged 
in regaining their natural state of freedom and 
therefore committed ao crimes, 

4} attempts to regain possession of the Greole slaves 


were not authorized by the United States Constitu- 
tion, 


5) attempts to exert the national influence in favor 

of the coastwite slave trade vere inimical to the 
Fignte of the free states. 

Bach of these resolutigqns #ac highly abjestionable to the 
southerners in the House but the third aroused the most ire. Congreas- 
man Botts of Virginia drew up a resolution of censure of Giddings but 
ho wes unable to introduce it at that time because hie state had already 
been passed for the duration of a week in the introduction of resdlutions. 
He, therefore, gave hie resolution to Congressman Weller of Ohio who 
introduced it. Giddings tried to obtain the floor in order to defend 
himself but the previous question was called for at once and he was 
given no opportunity for self+defenso. The resolution of censure was 


passed by a vote of 125 to 69.24 Giddinge resigned at ence? and 


16 


announced that he would seck reelection. He hurried to his district 


and on April & spoke im his heme tewn, Jefforsen, explaining his eourse 


17 pupite meetings held at the 


in the Creole case and asking reelection. 
county seats of the four counties of his district commended him and de- 


clared a determination to send him back to Congress. These meotings 
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were held at Warren, Trumbull County, March 30,45 gnargon, Geauga County, 
Apriz 1,2? patnesvilie, Lake Gounty, April 6,7 and at Jefferson, Ashta- 
bala County, April 11. At the Jefferson macting the last resolution was 
introduced by B. FP. Wade and it reed: 
Resolved that the Honorable J. BR, Giddings on 

¥eturn to Congress be, and he is hereby instructed 

at the first moment that it dish) be in order, td 

introduce the same regolutions over again, and ine 

sist that the House of Representatives act upen 

them by a direct vote. 

Any possible doubt that Giddings did not have the support of 
& great majority of his constituents must have been diepelied by the 
tone of approval of his actions given by public gatherings in his dis- 
trict and by the returne of the special election held April 26 which 
effected his prompt reappeerance in Congress. The district gave 
Giddings 7469 votes and his Demecratic opponent $943 vates. 

Giddings! recleation in April, 1842, was very tamportant be- 
sauce it Shaved that so large an area in the Worth ag a songressional 
district would easily reelest a  Feprosontative who emphatically denounced 
the many evils of clever? ae they wore evident te him. Also, it vindi-+ 
cated the course pursued oy more Uhigs than Addings alone in defying 
the policy of the Whig organisation in the House of frowning upon insur- 


geacy on slavery issues. Adams and Giddings had been made to feel that 
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they wore in danger of being cast out of the Jhig Party if they contimed 
to agitate the isane.. Giddings! reelection determined that anti-glovery 
warfere might coentinus toa be waged by ineurgent Whigs without great dan- 
ger of their political destruction. It guaranteed a promising political 
future for the anti-slavery movemen$ on a large scale. 

Giddings not only wished to limit slavery through ¢ongresaionel 
legislation but on several oogasieng he went out of bis way te render 
personal aia to unfortunate negroes near him. Op, these occasions he 
demonstrated that his interest in the movement to grant human rights to 
the slaves was not merely academic, but also heartfelt. At one time a 
aggro named Henry Vilegn worked in the bearding house at which Giddiags 
dived in Washington. Uhen Wilson had peid hig owner about four-fifths 
of the price ef hie freedom hig owner resold him. G{ddings had much 
respect for this negro's personal worth and busied himself tp gollect 
the balance of the money required to free him. Ho succeeded in this 
endeavor by himself contritatisg five dollars and by obtaining an equal 
sun from each of his friends in the House of Representatives. On, 
another cecasion seventy-seven segro slaves in Washington who had. beon 
gold South got posseasion of 2 vessel and escaped nearly te the mouth 
of the Potomac River before they were recaptured. They were. brought 
back to Washington and placed in jail. Oiddings wont to the jail and 
assured them that he would defend them to the beat of his legal ability. 
Hie mission to the jail became known and a pro-slavery mob collected 
outside and threatened to do him vielence although he finally was able 
to leavé te safety. On the day after the slaves were imprisoned 
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Giddings asked permission of the House té introduce resolutions that the 
slaves had committed no crime and that a comuittee of the House be 
appointed to learn by what euthority they wore confined and to Petomnend 
legislation te correct the e{tustion. Permission to int¥oduce these 
resolutions was not granted by the Hewse. * 

Giddings was a radical opponent of slavery in the 1840's wut 
he was not one of those whe believed that the United stated Constitution 
mast be destroyed in érder that slavery might be ended. He had taken an 
oath to support the Constitution and he was firm in his determination to 
odserve that oath. Consequently he did not agree with Miss Abby Kelley 
of the American Anti-Slavery Society when she denounced the Constitution 
in @ speech at Jefferson, May 31, 1845. In her speech she said: 

We of the American Anti-Slavery Society concider 

it ia gusteaining slavery to vate at all, because by 

9@ doing you support the Constitution, which requires 

the free states to give up fugitives ~- to bury our 

bayonets in the breast of the slave. Hence we hold 

it aot right to cast x vote at al under the United 

States Cengtitution. 

Giddings believed that slavery existed in the nation not be- 
cause the Cengtitution sanctioned it but becouse the South wrongfully 
practiced it in defiance of the Constitution. Giddings considered the 
United States Constitution an anti-slavery documont. He said: 

For the union with those slave states, who have 

thus defeated the great and paramount objects of our 

confederation; subverted the Genstitution, waged war 

against the righte of mankind I entertain ne attach- 


ment. Give me donstitutional Union or give me disao- 
lution. 26 
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Giddings appears to have been a very high type of representa- 
tive. He commanded the respect and enjoyed the confidence ef his con- 
stituenta, he repeatedly braved a yaricty sf appositigns in Washington 
ranging from criticism to the menace of physical vielenee te speak the 
sentiments of hie district, be was deeply concerned with the welfare of 
the entire nation, he conscientiously observed Ais oath of office. If 
se s¢rupuieus 6 statesman should ever see fit to leave one party te 


goin another there certainly must be abundant eanse, 





CHAPTER VI 
GEDDINGS AND ASHPABULA GOUNTY LEAVE THE YHIG PARTY 


In 1844 Giddings was oe menber of the Whig Party. His out< 
spoken eriticiem of slavery for ite manifold evils wor such an oeecasion 
ae his resolutions in the Creole incident had caused him to be regarded 
as rather ineurgont fn Washington but in his d@ist¥ist and in his state 
he was a Whig in good standing. His party regdlarity at that time is 


oxemplified by his suppers of Henry Clay for the prosidency.* 


Be 
approved Glay's candidacy because the latter had lone labored for a 
High tariff and extensive improvement of rivers and harbors. Althouzh 
he did not approve 6f Clay's record as a duellist he did not coneidor 
it a very great disqualification a4 did the Liberty Party.” Evidence 
that he was highly esteemed by Waigs of Ohio outside his own aeunty is 
supplied by recommendations of sewspapers of Northern Ohie that he be 
tho Whig candidate for the governorship that year. The Sentinel dis- 
couraged this ovaject decause it thought he would be able te accomplish 
more as & congressman. he the end of 1848 Giddings was no lenger a 
Whig. Events during these four years convinced him that the Whig Party 
had lest ite usefulness to the nation. He broke with the Whigs because 
he believed they 444 not try wheloheortediy te prevent the annexation 


of Texas or the prosecution ef the war agginst Mextag. 





TJulion, Life.of Giddings, 160-68. 
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As early a9 March 3, 1843 a grows ef thirteen eéngrocemen al- 
mest anticivated Preskdent Tyler's thoughts and iasyed an address “To 
the People of tho Bree States of the Union" warning them that the slave- 
holding interests were abéut to annex Texas te the United States, and 
resolving that i¢ was gadend$itutional for Gongress to annez 4 foreign 
state. They recommended that the pedple of the freé states net submit 
te this proe-slavery scheme. Of the thirteen signatures te this address 


the first was that of John Quiney Adams and the fifth that of Jachua B. 


Giddings. * 


ga denmuary, 1845, when, owing to the election of Poi, annexae 
tion seemed very probable Gid@itige im & speech before the House gave the 
following arguments against annexation: 


L) €he United states would become burdened with the 
Texan national debt estimated at from ten to 
Fifty millienas af dollars, 


2) in 1840 Texas had made a treaty with Great Britain 
which provided that Texas should levy the same 
tariff upon Britich manufactures thet Britain 
levied upon Pezan sugar and cotton. Annexation 
would necessarily terminate this treaty, pesatbiy 
te the offense of Great Britain, 


3) 1t would greatly strengthen the institution of 
Slavery in the United States. On thie point he 
said: 


But this question of annexation is merely 
& oolistersl Gonsideration. 14 is sought only 
as the means of attaining the ulterior objects 
ef stotaining slavery in fexas, the slave tade 
betwoon onr slaveholding states and the people 
of that government; of perpetuating that dnsti- 
tution in the southern States of this Union and 
Siving to those States a preponderance of poli- 
titel powor..... The declaration of Lord Brougham 
in the Héuse of bards ‘that the abolition of 
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Slavery in Texas vould ent off the market for 
slaves now sent from the slavebreeding States 
of thig Unien to Texas, and thereby tend te 
the ultimate abolition ef slavery in those 
states! ig peferred to and dwelt upon by the 
honorable secretary [Calhoun aa & circum 
stance of an talerming gharacter, #5 


4). 14% would make the defense of the United States more 
difficult because the presence of a large number of 
slaves Was an siemens of woelmess in ¢ime of war. or 
javasion, 

8). 4% would dmoroase the deficdt im the finances of the 
postal department possibly $300,000 annually. Postal 
service in the gouth resulted in oa loss ta the govern- 
mont whereas in the North revenues equaled expenses, 

$) although 4¢ bad been anserted that the sale of the 
Texan public lands would pay the Texan public debt 
this would not happen because the sale of public 
lands in the South was usually act digg for 
the government.® 

Giddings* sentimente concerning the iniquity of the plan to 

annex Pexas were not widely held in Gongresa for Texag was annexed and 
in December, 1845, became a stata in the Union. When the movements of: 
General Zachary Taylor's army in the area between the Neuces and the 
Rio Grande Rivers whoes ownership was disputed dbatwoon the United States 
and Mexi¢e caused the Mexicans te attack and capture « smali force of 
American séidiers war swiftly foblewed..” Giddings showed that. there 

Was Teal atrength within his convictions for he was ane of fourteen 
congresemen who vated against declaring war upon Mexico tn May 1846.° 

Giddings not only opposed the commencing of the war against 


| 


Song. Globe, 28 Qong., 2 Sess-, Appendix, 343. 
Ssentinel, February 28, 1845. 
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Mexiee but he alge laberad to halt this nation's prosecutiien of the war 
during 1646 and 1847. He eéntended that the Pelk Administration had 
seriously violated the Conptitition and aq the Gongtitution was a contract 
between the states it nd longer béund Chie té respest or aid the prd= 
alevery states. His words on this contention were: | 
Without further remark I repeat, that oir Titen 

of 1787 has been entirely dissolved: and that the 

people of ur state having at all times refiised their 

consent to such dissolution, are now absolved from 

all farther political ébiigations toward those states 

athe pee ites in the political confederation with 
On this same oecasion he declared that the new United States senators 
and representatives from Peas could not comply with the Gonstitutional 
fequirement that @ United states senator smst have been a citisen of the 
United States nine years end & repredeitative a ditisen seven years: He 
advocated that the Nerthern states refuse to send representatives to 
Congress to git in what he ednsideted a new eoafederation with a former 
foreign power and algo refuse to take any part in fighting Mexico. He 
Was confident that the pdrewance of thia course by the free statas would 
compel the administration te eive up the war. }° 

The War continued and Giddings cébtinued to represent his 
istrict in Washington. He thought in March, 1647; that the Whige in 
Congress wore goitg tO earnestly ofpess the war by refusing to vote for 
military appropriations but thle desired development afd not teke place.) 


in December, 1047, Giddings did sot gapport Rodert Winthrep of Masea- 
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shugetts, the Whig candidate fer the speakerdhip in thé House of Represen- 
tatives because the Latta? had worked hard in the Jhig eaucus to get all 
the congressmen of that party to support the war against Mexico. ?? 

. Giddings considered that the addition af alave territeny in 
fexas te the Onion should be belanced by the acquisition of areas which 
should eventually become free atates. In January, 1646, it seemed to 
him that the Democrats were sacking to cvade the fulfillment ef their 
peomies at thé Baltimere Convention of 1844 to add both Texas ang Oregon 
6 the domain of the United States. He said that now that the Seuth had 
ecquired Tazas Little action would be taken by Polk to obtain a fair 
share of Oregon. Giddings held that thie nation's share of the Gregon. 
Pertitory consisted of the ontire region. !* 

fhe ownership of Oregon had been a subject of mili dispute be- 
tween the Yitted States and Great Britain for several decades previous 
to the presidency of Polk. In 182@ when the bonundaty between Canada and 
the United States from the Lake of the Woods to the summit of the Rocky 
Mountains was fixed at 49° Horth Latitude the government of the tnited 
States had been willing to continue this boundary Line westward te the 
Pacific Qeast through the Oregen region. The British had net agreed to 
this solution ef the problem because they wished the boundary te fellow 
the Columbia River. The Oregon rogien, consisting of what is at present 
the prevines of Britieh Columbia, the etates of Washington, Oregon; and 
Idaho and parte of Montana and Vyoming, was left open to settlement by 
both Britieh and gitisens of the United States for a peried of ten years, 
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At the end ef these ten years in 1823 the. joint eccupation agreement wos 
eontinued for an indefinite period. By 1843 when the pro-slavery inter~ 
esta recommenced agitation that Texas be annexed to the United State, 
the people aleng the Mississippi River whe had trading eennagtions with 
Oregon were advancing the idea that their aation ehon}d acquire all of 
that territory aa far north as 54°49’ North Latitude.}¢ 
Wueh to their diseatisfaction when President Polk turned his 
attention to the situation in 1645 he. suggested that the boundary be 
placeg at 49° orth Latitude. After wach hesitation Gongress in April, 
1846, desided to. follow Polk's recommendations that agtice be given 
Great Britain of the termination ef the joint oceugation of Oragen and 
that the authority of this nation be extended over it. Great Britain 
did not gare to riak lesing al) Oregon and so a treaty was made divid- 
ing the region at 49°." gyaaings could not have been greatly pleased 
by this outcome for he had advocated o war against Great Britain for the 
qrnatente of ell Oregon to 54°40 He gaid thet the snecensful prosecu- 
tion of auch a war would give the United States an opportunity ta con- 
qner all Ganada from which at beast six free states might be formed to 
counterbalance the annexation of fexns.t° 
The members ¢f the Whig Patty of Aehtabula County fully shared 
in their congressmants opposition to the amnexation of Texae and the wag- 
ing of a pro-slavery war against Mexide but quite possibly a majority 
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of thom would have remained in thet'r 62a political allegiance had fot 
Zachary aylor and Wiilerd Pillmore been fercdd upon thei as the dandi- 
dates of tho Uhig Party in 1648 for the offices respectively of prdsi- 








dont ahd vice-president of the nation. Pillmore way unadceptabie td 





them because he had not opposed slavery duFiag his sevice as a Whig 
leader 1k the House of Rppresentatives tut had tried to Keep thé Whig 
Party above yectionaliam. They had numerous Féasordy for ebrigt dering 
Payler unworthy to hold the high effiod af prosident: he was inoxper- 
fenced end tnknown tn polities ahd government, ih foot’ it was not oven 
sortain that he was @ Whig; he had refused to state his opinions on such 
topics of national interest as the morality and legality of slavery and 
the extension of slavery inte the territories west of the Mississippi 
Rivers he had declined to commit himself in regard te any policies he 
would follow im the ovent he atiowld be cleated; he had taken a leading 
part in waging an unnevestary wet wyon a weak ination: and he owned a 
Plantation in Louisiana and many slaves. 

4n editorial notice in the Sentinel which announced a Whig 
meeting to be held at Jofferson, Jue 19, 1848, read in part: 

Let us then asotde whether a man whooe hands 

are APipping with the blood of murder, whose gar- 

mente ere all polluted with the crimes of siavery, 

Gad who holds né prficiplee in common with ourselves, 

shall receive support at our hands, for the office 

of President of the tintted states.!? 
This Uicouplimentary referenge to Genetal Taylor left no doubt of the | 
deop disapproval of his candidacy which the Sentinel was to exptess 


thronghout the campaign of 1848. 








1 senpine}, Jone 17, 1848. 
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The Thigs who would ndt stippett Taylor fot the presidency saw 
ko opportunity for improving their sight to vote by Bolting te the Demo- 
etats. The Democratic presidential nominee was a sortherser, Lewis Cass 
of Michigan, whe hai esrned the confidence of the slave power by the 
preeslavery sympathies he had manifested during a long political career 
as member of the cabinet and of Congress. The northerner might be un- 
certain as to Taylor’s opinions regarding slavery but he mew definitely 
that Gass would net oppose slavery in the least. When the Whigs assembled 
at Jefferson in obedience to the above-mentioned notice the majority reo 
jected both Taylor and Cass as waworthy of their suppert by adopting the 
following resolution: 

Regoived, that in the nomination of Lowis Gass 

and Zachary Taylor, by their respective parties, wo 

YVehold the crowning triumph of the slavebolding in 

flaenee of the country, that ig now engaged in the 

aiebvobical project of extending the curso of glave- 

holding institutions from the Atlantic to the Paci- 

fie over the fairest and righest territory of the 

Western Continent.+ 
When R. W. Griswold presented resolutions that the cenvention approve the 
nominations of Taylor and F{llmore they were rejected. -? 

The Whigs of the county were now et the fork in the road. It 
seemed that they amst cither violate their anti-slavery principles by 
voting for Taylor or else become insurgents from their national party 
organisation. Only a minority of them remained loyal to the party. This 
minority, led during the few remaining year's of the existence of the Whig 


Party by BR. W. Griswold, 0. §. Simonds, and Deriue Gadwoll, was of ne 
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great importance in the pelitical history of the county. The Whig Party 


had been found wanting os a means of combating slavery and the majority 


of the citisens of the eouty regarded party welfare ag less important 
then the advancement of the fortunes of the anti«alavery movement. 





GHAPTER VII 
THE FREE SOIL PARTY TAKES TRE LEAD 
IN ASHTABULA COUNTY POLITICS 


By 1848 thousantcs of Whiss throughout the Morth had become con- 
vineod that they could no lenger effectually resist the spread of slavery 
inte the territeries of the United States through membershif in the Whig 
Perty. 1%. appeared necessary to them to form a third party whieh should 
base its existence and its chances for obtaising the ctnt?tol ef the gov- 
ernment upon the ground of apposition to the further extension of slavery 
into tho territories. They would forget such issues as the tariff and 
auceeed or fail on this one great issue. 

On February 26, 1848, Giddings prophesied this important poli- 
tical development when he said in part in a speech in the Bouse: 


I now hazard the déglaration that on this 
principle of opposing all attempts of the Faderal 
Government to extend and Byhoid that dastitution 
poewdy againet all interference ..,. deyend 

bh is provided for in the Constitution, 
is new based a party, or the germ of a party, that 
will at no distant day become dominant in thie 
nation, That. party, call it what ydu may, will 
occupy the ground maintained by the Thigs in 1844, 
and will oppose all propagandiem of slavery, and 
all attempts to throw ite burdens, ifs aisgtace, 
or its guilt upon the people of the free states. 
The 014 iseues between the parties are lost sight 
of; they are in fact forgotten. who now speake 
of a protective tariff? Who in thie ball attemtes 
to illustrate ite benefits to the ffee labor of 
the North? Or who complains of its burdens upon the 
slave labor of the goth? fhe now escnpies time on 
the aubject of harbor 6 river improvements? We 
have no funde for such purposes. They are abeorbed 
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in & war waged for the extension df elavery.) 

Phis new party waa formed in 1848 and was ealled the Pree Soil 
Party, Throughogt the North 4t was composed of former Liberty mem, radi- 
eal Uhige, and radical Democrats who believed thet slavery shetld be de- 
barred from the territories agguired from Mexico as @ result of the 
Mexican War. Radigal anti-slavery Democrats who refused to support the 
regular Democratic presidential nominees, lewis Cass, net at Utica, lew 
York, in the summer of 1848 and nominated Martin Yan Buren fow the 
presidency.” The formation of the Pree Soil Party took place in a 
national political convention which aseembled at Buffalo August 9, 1848 
in witch the Liberty men add antlaslavery Whigs joizied the anti«slavary 
Bemecrate and nominated Van Buren for thé prasidency and foe the vice+ 
presidency, Charles Francie Adens of Unssachusetta.” 

This Free Soil Convention was attented by a delegatian from 
Ashtabula County, lynds Jones, vueuslly called Judge Jones, was at the 
head of the delegation,* Yaring Yan Buron's term ae president, from 
1837 to 1841, the Ashtabula Sentinel had censured him for nearly every 
afficlal act he bad done. It had considered him to be much teo aymwna- 
thetic toward the slave interests. In 1644 shen Yan Buren had made an 
Wisuccensful effort to win the Democratic presidential nomination he bed 
showed less intereet in the welfare of slavery. In 1848 the Sentine) 





*gentinel, March 27, 1848, and Bong. Qlode, BO Voug., 1 Sese.; 
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unreservedly supported his candidacy. Van Buren and Adams easily carried 
Ashtebula Gewunty fn the election of Hovenber ? bat the okeectoral ‘vote 
of bhie went to Cass. Van Buren did not raceive the electoral vote of 


© yn the election’ of 1648 tho Free Boilere of Ashtabula 


eay state. 
Soubty supported tlie Whig eeunty and state tickets and the two were suc- 
eecafal for the Last’ time. 

ha @vonty Preo Soil organization received lapertant anetssions 
uot oniy from among thé rank and file of the Whigs and Democrats Dat alco 
from among tho leaders. Thus when a Pree So8l Convehtion was held at 
Cdlunbas, Decksber 26 and 29, 1848, the two delegatoe from Ashtabula 
Géulity in attendance were Brewster Randall of Conneaut, speaker of the 
Ohio Senate, and 7. Lb. Chaffee of Geneva; state Poprosantative from the 
edansy, both of whom had been nominated and slooted to their legislative 


offices as thie.’ 


4n ontstanding Demoorat wh became a Yroe Soller was 
Leben §. Sherman whom the new party clested prosecuting attorney in 1849 
ané@ state sonator in 1663 and 1855. 

Aghtabula County Free Sollers held important posttiens in the 
Western Reserve Free Soli Convention held at Cleveland in Way, 1049. 
&. B. Woodbury wag the gtosiding officer and i. $: Sherman and J. 8. 
Giddings served oh the resolutiony committee. tm! a apesch Before this 
convention Giddings made the charge that President Taylor had done wore 
in his first fier weeks os ¢hief magietrate to foward Northerh traitors 
who had upheld slavery in the District of Golumbia than had ever Jackson 
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The year 1849 witnessed the firm establishment of the Free 
S631 organization in the eonunty. The party held its first nominating 
convention at Jefferson on August 13. 6. i St. John, a former pillar 
itt the anti-slavery and itberty Party organisations, presided over the - 
useting. Brewster Randall was nominated for another term in the Ohio 
Senate.° Phe Sentinel entimeiastically supported the Prec soil ticket 
by advertisement and editerial and declined te help the ayler Hunker | 
Whies" an the ieast. She minority of Whigs who did mot leave that party 
in 1848 were calied “Eunkers® because the Free Setlers believed their 
hunger for office rather thah 4 sincere acceptance of the principles. of 
the Whig Party restrained them from becoming Free seileta. The Pree 
8011 organisation won «& décisive vietory in ite first loeal contest, a 
sample resuit of the sounty balioting on October 9, being that for the 
offices of proseouting attorney in which L. 9. Sherman [Pree Soil) re- 
ceived 2060 votes, 0: S. Simonds [lig] 1440 votes, and &. Lee [Democrat] 
834 votes. *° 





Smother test af sttength for the new gerty cccurred in a vane | 
paten daring March and April, 1880, beading to the election of three 
delegates 6 attend the Ghio Conctitutional Convention to bo held at 
Golumtms, Early in Warch the Pros Soiiers mot at Jefferson and nominated 
R.. Bs Woodbury of that glace and B. B. Banter of Trumml). Ashtatmia ond 
keke Cuaitien jointly were to send three delegates: Tho third adlegute 


*aantingh, tay 6, 1849. 
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on the Free goil ticket was H: ¢. Gray of Lake County. Later in the 
month the Whigs met, also at Jefferson, and decided te attempt to beat 
the Pree Sellers by effecting a temporary soalition with the Democrats. 
The originator of thig scheme was 6. 8. Simonds. Accordingly, as this 
plan was asceptatle to the Democrats of the two counties, the Ashtabula 
County Whies nominated Horaca Wilder, a Conneaut lawyer, and 0. H. Fiteh 
of Jefferson, a keaker of the county bar,*) wniie the Lake County Dono- 
cratic Convention nominated Zenas Hiteh.*” he WhigeDemocratic combina- 
tion was not sucesssful, however, the election results veing:*® 
Woodbtiry Hunter Gray Wilder Fitch  Blish 
Ashtabula 2106 269 Si? 1760 1736 1856 
Lake 984 9a7' 993 1120 1099 i132 
Heving proved that they worse the moat powd? iii pelttical group 
in the dounty the Free Soilers began to concern themselves with tsaues 
Gf a nation-wide scope. ieir county donvention of September, 1850, de- 
vated itself? to an evaluation of the group of measures recently onasted 
by Congress under the popular collective titke of "tae Compromise of 
4050." This group of laws attompted to quiet the popular agitation re- 
garding glavory by making céncopsions both ts the slaveholding iatorests 
and to the opponents of slavery. All provisions in the dompromige which 
were dénéeasione to the geahh wore fatencely unpopular among the Free 
Soilerg. The resolutions comnittee ef this convention, ciueteting of 
&. Gs Biweld, %.' B. Weodbary, 0: W. Bt. Jekn, B. P. Alford, and Bébert 
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Lyon, cendemed the prorslavery features of the sompronice by resolving 
that 
1) Gongress had erred in establishing terri tortal 
governments for New Moxico and Utah without 
excluding slavery from then 


8) Congress should not bave paid $10,000,000 te 
settle the public debt of Poxzas, 


3) the Fugitive Slave Act was anti-republican, 

, entieChristian, unconstitutional, contrary to 
every principle of humanity, and not to be 
enforced by the aid of any freemen of Ohio, 
and that 


4) the Fygitive Slave Act should be repealed at 
onee 


fhe Pugitive Slave Act of 1850 had aroused unlimited oriticiem and hoc- 
tility in the Nerth. It eas not the first legislation of thie nature 
for a fugitive act had been enacted by Congress in 1793 which had aot 
been effective because 4¢ depended mainly upon state agencies fer its 
enforcement and the Northern states had net been inclined to enforce it. 
Fer several reasons the act of 3850 wae much more stringent and effec- 
tives 4% employed the law enforcement machinery ef the national govern- 
ment, it imposed a heavy fine upon any officer of the United States who 
should allow a fugitive to escape or te he taken from his custody, a 
recaptured fugitive waa not permitted te testify in his own defense nor 
to have a jury trial, the judge presiding over the trial, received twice 
as. large a fee for rocommitting a slave to bondage as he received for. 
declaring him free, and officers were empowered to summon all ¢itisens 


to aid them effect a Fresapture if necessary. 9 
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Through eilence thé oéuity eénvontion apparently gave approval 
to the provisions in the compromise whteh. abolished the slave trade in 
the Distfict of Columbia and admitted California to the Union without 
Slavery. Henry Faseett, aditer of the Sentinel; was one 6f the two sec- 
netearias of the conventions. The eentral committee chosen for the follow 
ine year consisted of @: W. $6. John, Richard Vinan; Abner Kefiogs, Hiram 
Plu; and I. 2; French.?® 

& Pree: Soil méeting ab: Trumbull on Getdver 7, 1850, declared 
in no uncertain terme its ésudcition to the Fugitive Slave Act in the 
feliowing resolution: 

Reselved, that among na the panting fugitive 

from the land of whips and chains, shall find a 

Weleome and eure retreats and we do hereby publish 

to the world, that it 19 eur fized determination, 

ehoula the trembling bosdeman take shelter bensath 

our reefs, 3 will defend him if necessary even 

ante death.*"- | a wipes 
This meeting expreseéd continucd donfidente in Giddings by Peadl ving 


“Phat #e tender to the Henerable J. BR. Giddings our most hearty thanks 





for his firm, uncompromising opposition to the encroachments of the 
slave power of the fights of the serum. 7° 
The thigs held their dowity coavention at Jefferedn én Septom- 
ber 23, 1656. ‘They nominated the same perseds for the offices of audi- 
tar, fedetder, and twoeyear«term poor ditoctor as had the Pres Seilhers 
ane week previously bat made separate nominations for all other offices. 
fheir régolutions concerning the Gompromise ef 1850 did not differ 
4..,.2eie ; 
Weendinel, September 21, 1850. 
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Seaentially from those of the Pree gotlers.*? 


Im the election, held on October &, 1850, the entire county 
tieket of the Pree goilers was slected.. The safe lead whitch the couhty 
Pree Goll ofganization had over the two older parties te indicated by 
the vote cast for the governorship of which Smith [Free goil] received 
1774 votes, Johnson [Waig] 1281 votes, and doud [Bemoevat] 667 votes. 
Giddings wae easily returned to Congress by his dietrict.™ 

Meanwhile, Giddings coitinned to ageail slavery fran bis place 
in Congress. In @ speech in December, 1666, he attacked President 
Filimore for signing the Pugitive Slave Act. He did not even érédit 
Pllimere with oft#inality in making thie sfror bat dlaimed that the 
president was under the influence of hie secretary of state, Daniel 
wedater.") yor many yours Webatet had been the idol of the Torth be- 
éengé of his eloquent criticign of the nullification spirit of south 
Carolina in thé early 1830's bet ho last eméh of his popelarity when on 
March 7, 2880, he epoke im thé Senate in favor of the compromise 
measures." 

Im addition to Giddings ané the citisenry of Ashtabula County 
the entife Vestern Reserve hated the Pugitive Slave Act. of 1860. mm . 
May, 1891; @iadtage, B. B. Kuster; aad Luctotins Bissell represented 
daktabula County in a meeting held at Painesville to protest against the 
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enforcement of the act. One resolution of this meeting readt "Resolved, 
that we rejoice in the election of Gharlee Sumner to the United States 
Senate; that it is a glorisus comment on the conduct of Webster, end the 
operation of the Lower iaw, in the remanding of Sims to a life of hon- 
dage..® 3 eharies Summers recently elected 2 United States senator from 
Massachusettes was expected to prove te be a valuable fighter againat 
slavery. The fugitive act was sometimes called the “Lower Lav.* Sins 
Was a recaptured fugitive alave who was so diligently guarded by the 
federal authorities that white sympetiiiders were unabie fo frea hin. 
Yeuslly fugitive slaves were not vecaptured and often when they tere 
apprehended anti-slavery mods would take them fiom their captors and 
send them to Canada and liberty.” the Pree Sotlers of Ashtabula County 
were in hearty agreement with Editor J. A. Giddings of the Sentinel when 
in March 1851 he stated in his paper Kis approval of the action of a 
Boston mob in Saking Shadrach, @ fugitive slave, from officers of the 
United States and sending him to danada.” 

Despite northern hatred of the Fugitive Shave Act of 1850 
whieh rendered the act of little practical effect there was a great oub- 
sidenge in the agitation against slavery from 28650 until 2854. Evenomic 
conditions were good during thie period add bath the Whig and Democratic 
Parties were desirous that trouble over slavery showld cease and be for- | 


gotten. © Gongressman Giddings, however, was unwilling that the nation 
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dhoula enjoy peace.”" on Jane 23; 1852, he attempted to revive the 


@lavery isanes in a speéch beféHe the House Of Representatives. He 
quoted the Democratic platform of 1852 as saying that the Democrats 
would "resist? all atteimts to renew agitation of the slavery issues and 
the Whig platform as declaring that the Whigs would %discountenancd"™ al) 
such endeavors. He annoukced to the Democrats of the Heise that he was 
at that moment preparing to agitate the question of the morality 6f 
Slavery and inguired what they would do t® resist such an agtivity. He 
specifically asked Congrepemai Olde of the district about Ofrelevilia, 
Chto what he would 40 as a Democrat to resiat. when Olds said that he 
would vote against eusperding the rales of the House “for the introduc- 
tion of the apple of diaaora* Gidaings Fidicntad him and appeared to be 
fat from at his beet.7° 

The Whigs of Ashtabula County were very bitter over Giddings’ 
deseriiesn to the frée goil Party. In 1858 thoy made a most etreniots 
effort to defeat him. One fesdlution of the Whig County Convention 
whieh met at Jefferson om September 20, 1952, read in part: 

‘ Regolved that the course persued ty J. 8. 

Giddings, for the last four years, toward the 

‘Whigs, bis abendonnent of the protective policy; 

his swindles upon the freasury, in taking extra 

diblenge, .... ali give the Lie to his high-seund- 

ing profeasion ded freedom and human ty. 
The cher ge of extra mileage was used to the Limit by the Whigs. ‘ Beyerel 


days beferé the congregsional election of Osteber, 1852, the Conneant 
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Reporter, 6 Whig paper never friendly toward Giddings, put out a large 
aumber of handbills bearing a sopy of a letter from Zlisha Whittlesey, 
Gomptrelier of the Treacurer and former Whig coneresamen from the dic-. 
Pict of which Ashtabula County was a part, stating that he, Whittlesey, 
had. never. approved Giddings’ current mileage to Washington ef 850 miles. 
The gentinel thea published a letter from Giddings to the voters of bis 
district in which he explained the affair and sought to uphold his in- 
tearity. Giddings!’ letter atated that when he succeeded Jhittlesey as 
eongressmen in 1838 the latter's mileage wae 480 miles, Util i849 
Giddings! mileage was 527 miles; 4n that year it was increased to 840 
miles because recent improvemente fa transportation had shifted the best 
route from the sheres ef the Groat Lakes to Washingten te a courses through 
Buffale and New York. {his rqute wag thus nearly twice ac long as the 
ronte passing through Pittsburgh which had been followed until 18645. de 
mentioned 3 letter which he hed received early in 1849 from Thomas d. 
Henly of Indians whe wae then a member of the committes on mileage which 
ateted that altheugh congressmen along the lake shores and west of the 
Great Lakeg probably received too much mileage it wae not to their dia- 
eredit because Congtese had thus far neglected to correct the condition. 
Whittlesey admitted that since he begame comptraiier in 1848 he had oz- 
amined the mileage of the representatives. Giddings felt justified in 
Slaiming thet the only reason his mi}eage had not been approved by the 
cométrolier was that the Latter had been very negligent. Giddings and 
the Senting] were greatly incensed by Whittiesey's attempt to discredit 
the county's representative 4n Goneress and also by its timing which 


was immediately before the election to prevent Giddings if possible from 





7 


precdnting an adequate defense.” Whe Whig stretegy failed, for the dis- 
ettet, consisting tn 1852 of Ashtabula, Trumbull, and Mahoning Countios 
@ave Giddings S764 vétes while his epponents, Woods |Demeerat| received 
2427 votes and Newton [Whig, and for many years Whittlesey's Lew partner] 
Feeoived 4147 votes.°+ 

The esatinaed vigor of the Pres Geil Party in the county was 
ade evident by its suceéss in soouring olectoral pluralities for 1t5” 
nomisess fér county and state offices. In 1851 it nomindted such leaders 
6s i. 8. Sherman for the yweetition of state sonatér, Samuel Plumb for 
atate representative, Henty Fasestt fer county treasurer) Abner Leliogg 
8 be Gounty clerk, and J. J. Elwell county comisdioner.°” me Free 
Soilere ehjoyed another triumph at the polls, & representative result 
being that for the office of préadouting attorney for which office g. P. 
Jonés [Free soli] receives 1743 votes, Darius Cadwell [Thig] 1455 votes, 
end 8. Lee [Democrat] 590 votes. The entire Free soil ticket wac eleated 
with the exception of Benrg Passett, who tntermittentiy had been the edi- 
tor of the Sentinel for many yeare.>* 

fhe following year, 1652, was a presidential year. G. ¥. st. 
John tepresented the Pree Soilere of Ashtabula County in the national 
genvention of the Free Soil Party held at Fitteburgh.°* This convention 
nominated {6¢ the presidency Genater John P. Hele of New Hampshire who 
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hed earnestly opposed logisiation which would make pogaible the exten- 
sion of slavery inte the territories. The nominee for the vice-presi- 
dency was George W. Julian ef Indiana, son-in-Lew of J.B, Madings.”? 
Giddings himself bad attended the convention as a delegatexat-large 
from gate. °° 
Hale. toured through the Yesterm Seserye.. He and Genater Salmon 
P. Chase of Onto speke at Painesville on september 26, at.a dinner given 
in honor of @iddings.°’ On September JO Hele, Ghese, and Giddings spoke 
at Orevell in Ashtabula County, having spoken at Yarren in Trumbull County 
earlier in the. samo day.°° the Pree Soilere carried Ashtabula County 
with the following vote for the prasidential candidates: Hale [Free 
Soi] 2475 yates, scott [Whig] 2187 votes, Pioree. [Renscrat] 1079. votes. 
Aithough Hate. raseived a plurality in Ashtebola Gounty he proved te be 
@ very weak candidate throughout the gation. He received ne votes in 
the electoral cellege and ealy half as many popular votes as Yan Buren 
had received in.2848.%° He fatled so completely in the race besause he 
end his party advocated the destruction af the Compromise of 2859 while 
the public were quite anxious to drep all discussion of the evils of 
slavery and keep the compromise in effect. The Democratic nomines, 
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Pranklin Pierée 6f New Hampshire, waa Pledged by his party to respect the 
finality of the compromise ana ho was overwheliihely eleotea: 

& surprising development Pesvltiag from the capaien éf 1862 
was that Horhté Greeley, editer' of the New York Pribune, placed a large 
part of the blame Yor the defeat of ths Whigs wida Giadinge. Greeley 
claiméd thet Gladings had lavored to defeat General Winfield scott, the 
Whig presidential Gandidate, in srder that Pierée wight be elected and 
then with the federal administration in Demeevatie hands the slavery 
lesne might more possibly be revived in Congress with Giadings playing 
&h important rere. 4? & study of the cleotion returns in Cidaings!t home 
Gounty does aét eubstantiats Greeley's charge. There was no noticeable 
change in the fatio between the voting strength of the Free Sellers, 
Vhigs,; aid Demécfats of the coihity in this campaign from the ratio 1h 
other county elections after 1848: Had Giddings exerted the infiuonce 
4p the campaign of 1652 which Greeley charged against him surely the 
effect would bave been apparent in the vobing of Ashtatmle County: it 
is not evident that Giddings was concerned by the represtntatiqne of 
the editor of the Tribune. 

tm 1953 the reo fotlers returned L. $. Sherman te the Chis 
Senate and elected J. J. Elwell to the Gio House Of Reprecentatives by 
ge. ghupality. which decked. bub few: votes. of being. « majority. despite: the 
fact thet both the Jhige and the Demoorats had tickets in the field.” 
Ro foem for doubt existed as to the dominance of the Free Soil Party in 
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eounty polities during the early 1850's. 
Confident of the abiding hatred of elavery by his cénustituency 








Giddings continued to assail that inatitution from hie post in the House. 
When the “Amistad” claims bobbed up again as a result of President 
Plereets recommendation that they be paid he fought their payment. “* 
The “Amistad was a vessel aboard which some slaves had mutinied and 
had gained theif freedom. Two Spaniards who seperated plantations in 
Cuba had placed a cargo of slaves on the “amiatad* at Havana with the 
intention of taking then te a seaport on tho southern coast of Cubas. 
After gpining contrei of the shig they commanded their owners to sail 
the ship to Africa but the Spaniards called north to the aoast of 
Connecticut. The Spaniards were detiied ownership of the sleves by the 
céartes of the United States. Giddings stowtly opposed the payment of 
the value of these slaves te their former owners and the claims were 
not paid. 

It is qaite possible that the slavery iseus would have been 
closed for maty years if not permanently and the anti<slavery movement 
have weakened into a state of ineignificansée had not the Kansas and 
Nebracka bilis been considered and passed by Cotgrees. In January 1654 
the eoiintttee on territosies of the United States Senate reported out a 





biti to organise tho territory of Nebraska. The b1i1 was sponsored by 
the ¢hairman of that comaittes, Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois, a— 
vetiliant debater and a man very apt to gain his point. This bill, if 
enaéted, would repeal the Missouri Compromise of 1620 which excluded 
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slavery from ail parte of the Létigiena Purchase of 1803 which lay north 
of 36° 30° North Latitude except in the state of Missouri. he entire 
North was aroused to oppose this bill and the anti-slavery agitation was 
revived in an aggravated tore.” fhe iasue of the Ashtabala Sentinel 
of February 2, 1854, contained a letter “fo the People ef Ohio" signed 
by four members of the United States Senate and four members of the 
United States House of Representatives. This letter advised the people 
of Chie to eppose tho repeal of the Missouri Compromise by holding pub- 
lic meetings of protest, by sending memorials te Congress; it requested 
clergymen to condemn the proposed Nebraska act from their pulpite. Of 
the font senaters who gigned this letter two were those of Shie, Salmon 
P. Ghase and Benjamin Ff. Wade; of the four representatives who signed, 
three were Ghisans, Lewis 0. Campbell, Edward tado, and Joshua &, 
Giddings. © 
Public meetings were held in Ashtabula County and the advice 
contained in this letter was followed. Before the end of 1854 a begin- 


ning was made in the organization of a party in the Nerth called the 





Hgpublican Party which was to become the nation's most powerful politi- 
cal grgeniszation. This party throve so greatly in Ashtabula County 
that at the ond of the yoar 1855 1¢ was the county's most powerful force 
in polities. Through the auecessive stazes of anti-slavery gosiety, 
Liberty and Free Seil Parties, and finally the Republican Party passed 
the development of the anti-slavery movement of the county. Under the 
leadership of the Republican Party the anti-slavery movemont reached 
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ite goal and the slave was set free. 











77 


BIBLIOGBRAPEY 





Beston, New York, 








Adams, James Trasiow, The Adame Family, New York: The Literary Guild, 
1930. 


Barnes, Gilbert Hobbes, and Dunend, Dwight L.. Zhe Letters of Theodore 
ag pera onaear >. “Appieten—Oentary sy os4, 











Barnes, @lbert Hobbes, She Anti-Slavery Impulse, 1630-1844, Now York 
and Lendon: p. AT oon ¥ ; O2% 

Garrigon, George Pierce, Yegtward Harper 
and Brothers, 19 

Bart, Albert Buchnedl, & a 


per and Brothers, 1906. ; 


Smith, Theodore Clarke, geri ew York and London: Harper 
and Brothers, 1906. 


Smith, Theodore Clarke, Th. 








on, second edition, Boston! At- 






Chapmen, Jobn Jay, i pI Lloyd Eris 
lantic Monthly Press, teat. 











78 


Garrison, Wendell Philips, and Garrison, Francis Jackson, William Lloyd 
Garrison, 1805-1879, Volume I, Londen: 7. Fisher Unwin, and 
Hew York: Century Company, 1885. 


fulian, George ¥., ddines, Chicago: A. ¢. MeOlurg 











Randall, Emilius Oviatt, and Ryan, Daniel Joseph, Eletory gf Cate. Yoiune 
IV, New York: Century History Company, 1912-1915. 


Reseboom, Eugene Holloway, and Weisenburger, Francis Phelps, A History 
of Ohio, New York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1934. 


Williams, W. W., Histery of Ashtabula County, Philadelphia: Williams 
Brothers, 1878. 









OT ne Heuse @ RepresentaLive F. 
2 Sess., Washington, 1844-1845. 
. Blair and Rives, editers, Washington, 27 Cong., 

2 Sees., Appendix 26, 30, 32, and 33 Cong. 


Correspondence of Elisha Whittlesey at the Western Reserve Historical 
Library, Cleveland, Ghie, fer years 1834, 1835, 1837, and 
1836. 


PERIODICALS 


Burroughs, Wilbur Greeley, “Oberlin's Part in the Slavery Conflict, ® 
son Archasological and Historical Society, Publications, XX, 
911 


Galbreath, 6. B., Biographical Votes at end of “fhe Anti-Slavery Move- 
ment in Columbiana County," Ghio Archasological and Historical 


Sectety, Publications, XXX, 1921 














